
Example of a Successful Scanning Project 
 

Bob Dale was the first customer of the Antarctican Society’s new slide scanning service. Bob 
had a varied career in Antarctica from 1959-1972, taking him from McMurdo to Pole, from the 
Peninsula to the Pensacola Mountains, from Vostok to Mirny. Along the way, he took almost 
2,000 slide photos. Now, through the Society’s scanning service, all of those precious memories 
are in digital form. The conversion process would have cost Bob over $600 regardless of whether 
he sent them to a commercial service or he bought a scanner and converted them himself. It cost 
him nothing.  The only requirement was that Bob agreed to allow the Society the non-exclusive 
rights to use his images. Bob retains all copyrights for his images. 
 
The most tedious task in getting your film slides to optimal digital form is the scanning. 
Scanning is a slow process, even with a bulk slide loader. Rendering Bob’s slides took dozens of 
hours. After that, the slides were reviewed for quality and then catalogued. There is no 
commercial service that would take the time to create a catalog as detailed as the one that 
Charles Lagerbom creates for these scans. Below is an example: 
 

 
Slide Scan Catalogue Created by Charles Lagerbom 

 
The software that is used to scan the slides also does a certain amount of automatic “repair” of 
the images, removing the artifacts of dust and minor scratches. It does not do automatic color 
restoration; that is, it does not correct the reddening or darkening that often comes with age, 
especially in Kodachrome slides. However, for an investment of less than $100, slide owners can 
purchase Adobe Photoshop Elements and apply color corrections to their satisfaction. Photoshop 
Elements includes a “one-button” function called SmartFix that evaluates the color histogram of 



the image and applies its best estimate for a correction. The result in most cases is remarkable. 
Below is an example of a discolored original scan and the same digital file that has been 
“corrected” using SmartFix: 

 
Bob Dale’s 1959 Photo of Scott Base 

 

 
Bob Dale’s 1959 Photo of Scott Base with Color Restored by Photoshop Elements 


