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PLaN OF ‘THE DA% (Addition to)
25 December 1956 - TUksDAY

ANNUGUNCEMENTS 2

1. The circumstances which made it necessary for RURTHwIMD and ARNEE to be diverted

to Mcbiurdo Scund are as follows. The newly established . 5. Station at the South
role, has been given top priority for a number of reasovn:, including the prestige of
our country. 1t is essential that supplies necessary for its completion and mainte
enance be delivered there. All of this support must be provided by air. This requires
the use of alrcraft with large cargo carrying capacity, which im turn require adequate
TUNWAYS .

Williams Naval Air Facility at McMurdo Sound is the staging point for flights to
Pole Staticn. The rumvay has deteriorated until it is no longer usable, and a new
runway must be constructed. Meamwhile, all cargo aircraft flights out of McMurdo
have been suspended. Sinfe only one tractor was available at McMurdo, our Task Group
was ordered to lMelurdo for the purpose of delivering one or both of the two D-8 tractors
carried in the AnNEB, These tractors have now been unloaded, it is understood, onto .
the TOWLE, for delivery ashore as soon as practicable,

Ore other factor now keeps our TG here. The ATKA had a casualty in Enginercom No. 3
which flcoded it to the waterline, The top of the sea chest failed, and the see valve
could not be closed because it was jammed with ice. Two men with crowbars finally
succedded in closing the valve. This casualty obviously reduces the capabilities of the
ATKA » :
Before unloading of the cargo ship8s can be begun, they must be moved closer to HUP
POINT where the ife will be strong enough to support unloading operations. The GLACIIR 1
has broken a track in, but the channel remains clogged with ice because of the pressure
of the pack upon it, When the wind commences to blow from the south, the pack will
move off and the channel can be cleared of ice, It will be our job to assist with that,

Meanwhile, the GLuCIiR is talting high priority cargo from the ships and delivering it
to the supply dump. While the ATKA is still crippled, iihe NORTHAIND is needed here to ‘
provide icebreakersupport and protection to the carge ships.

The Task Foree Commandef feels that the establishment of Cape Adare and Wilkes Coast
Stetions will bot be jeopardized by our being deleycd here for this time. The season is
not. yet very far advanced. So the job will be gotten on with as soon as possible.

2. Protestant communion service will be held on the ice near the ships at 1000.
Catholic Hass will be held at 1100; confessions will be heard.

3. The Shackleton and Scott hits on Ross Island ars naticnal shrimes of New Zealand.
They are not be vandalized or desecrated in any way. Entry into them is forbidden.

4, Christmes will be celebrated on the Mess Defk and the wardroom following Dimner.

3> 1L appears that the pack ire may clear away from the chamnel sufficiently for the
ORTHWIRND o go to work at almost any time. 1If this occurs there will be no permission
to go out on the ice. I1f not, permission will be granted following dinner, subject to
Lhe following conditions:

a) Ho more than 60 men off the ship at a time b) No person to be off along -~ each
man must be accompanied by at least ome other. ¢) kach man leaving must havethe 00Dfs
permission and be checked ashore and back on board. d) Follow these instructions: »

1) Stay completely off the broken pack ice. 2) Vear sun glasses. 3) Watch the wind
and weather. AL any sign of fog or rising wind, return directly and rapidly to the ship.
LD Watch your step on the ice « it is rotten. 55 fleturn directly and rapidly upon hear-

*%e. g y - 9" 0o
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