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Prom: Coomonder Pinn Ronne, USHR, Expedgition lender

Toz Hyr. Harries-Clichy Peterson, Expedition Physicist
&, Zobert Dodson, Zxpedition Surveyor and Asst. Ceologist

Swbjset: [lateau Tleather Station, Regulations Coverning Duration
\ of Your Operations Thers.

1. JPetersan is hereby designated as 3In charge of the Weather
Station on the Flateau upon ny departure therefian and until such
tizs 25 he it replaced by ¥ood and Meleod, sone time during the

2. Feterson shall, z¢ such; be responsille for all radio schedules
as s¢t wp by Kelsoy, ucd also responsible for the safety of persennel.
onergencies should be reported to v Lzmediately, either by regular
radio schedule or by emergency schadules as zet wp by Zelsey.

§

Le I cun not worn you suffictiently to be on guard ot all times of
the quick changing weather. Both of you are expressly prohibited from
outside the immediste vicinity of the cmsp arez. 'nder no
condition, do I went either of you to eki mwmy from the Vesther Station

beyond calling distence. T wend this ruls strictly sdhered to.

FIDE RORE
Bpedition Loader



MEMORANDUM

Te: Coemdr. Fian Renmne
Subject: Return ef Dedsen and Petersen frem the plateau.

After the feur-man sledge team left us en July 22, we remained en
the plateau with approxinatel;jzfindays supply ef man feed, 3/L can
( 12 gallen) of kerssene, a Pyramidal tent in geed cenditien ( a few
smell rips in the outor‘shell), ameng ether miscellanesus equipment.
We decided te stay until the plane arrived, unless seme unfereseen
accident shesuld make the risk of remaining seem greater than the risk
of returning te base.

Our greatest werry was the kerssene shertage, but it was net tee
serisus since we ceuld berrew frem the British cache sn a clear day.
We intended te ask en the 8:00 P.M. radie schedule Friday night, July
25, fer permissien te berrew British keresene, weather permitting. Our
sleeping bags were beceming mere iced up each day, and we}estimnted it
would take twe full days with the primus geing full blast te de & cemp-
lete drying jeb en clethes and bags. A few gallsns ef British keresene

weuld have dene the jeb. Therefsre we faced ne danger frem lack of foeed
@ r fuel. :

Hewever, in the early merning ef July 25 an estimated 90 mph wind
made & feur feet vertical rip near the zipper of the deer, and the sides
of the tent began te flap vielently. The tent psle was lewered, for

i etherwise it was believed that the tent weuld have been tern te shreds.

Additienal tears had appesred in beth the inner and suter shells, and new

tears develeped after the tent was dewn. Even with the tent dewn there




Was censiderable flapping ef the eleth. Snow drifted ever portiens of the
tent, and centact affbags with the iced tent ¢leth caused decreased
insulatien. The radie had been knecked about badly when the tent pele

was lewered. The mike, antenna, and key were out of cemmissien. Cend-
itiens were such that we eceuld net repare them.

We decided after the tent was dewn that we ceuld de nething until
the sterm abated. It was very difficult te werk witheut gleves, and it
was impessible te stand up in the wind. We then had three alternatives,
1) te build anether shelter, an iglee, 2) if the first clear day seemed
te be excellent flying weather, we wauld await the plane, 3) if the first
clear day premised safe cenditiens fer a retreat, but unsafe cenditiens
for a plane, we weuld retreat. e considered the last twe of these
alternatives te be safer than risking anether sterm in the cellapsed
tent, and we decided against an iglee for fear that it might be ereded
away by a sterm.

late in the merning of July 26 the wind had abated te abeut 40 mph.
Baremeter was rising rapidly. We interpreted the rising baremeter as a
goed indicatien eof a ceming lull in the wind, but net as a sure ind-
icatien of excellent weather, because & week befere we had seen a rap-
idly rising baremeter Precede only a shert peried ef clear sky fellewed
immediately by feg and light snew.

Vieibility en July 26 permitted a retreat. Because of high plateau
winds and stratus cleuds ever the sea, we did net believe that the plane
would attempt a flight and ceonsidered a landing very imprebable due teo
the danger of recently fermed bad sastrugi. e abandened the camp at neen,

leaving behind radie, sleeping equipment, seme clethes, and taking with
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us skis, repes, crampens, packs with personal gear, alse seme canned
heat, & primus, and foed. We were foreed'to remove skis after travelling
a few hundred feet. High winds and bad sastrugl, plus a steep slepe
further eon, made skiing very difficult. We proceeded, roped tegether and
on crampens, te abeve the steep slope on the glaeier. We removed the

rope abeve the slepe., Thenarea seemed safe from crevasses. The rope
itself had slewed our pregress by catehing on sastrugl. Lew cleuds eut
$o sea, the failing light, and appearance of a fog drifting dewn frem the
playeau made us very anxieus te get bearings en Neny and Millerand before
they sheuld disappear frem view. Ve remeved crampens at 3:00 P.M. at the
feot of the steep slepe. We preceeded en skis fer absut % mile, then
remeoved them because we theught eurselves te be in a relatively safe

area and because ice and sastrugi made ski travel very slew. Petersen
stepped shertly afterwards te change frem ski beets te mukluks. At the
same time we started te drag our skis instead of carrying them. Bethnef
these things helped te speed our travel.

Abeut 6:00 P.M., we discevered that we had cut tee near te a cre-
vassed area. We then preceeded mere cautieusly with flashlights, predding
with ski peles, but still remained on feet and unreped. We headed nerth-
west fer abeut 3 mile until mest ef the irregularitigs in the ice dis-
appeared. We decided that we were now clear of the bad area, se turned
ssuth. Shertly aftertthis, at 6:30 P.M., Petersen fell inte a crevasse.
He was ahead at the time. Dedsen was about three feet behind and hsd
stepped te adjust his pack. Petersen walked from ice onte a patech of
snew which appeared safe te beth of us in the light ef the partly ebs-

cured meen. The snew bridge gave way.



I (Dedsen) heard ne seund fer abeut five minutes, altheugh I was callir
te him. I could net see the bettem of the crevasse. When I heard him,
he asked fer a knife, te cut the paek frem his back; said semething abet
being cheked. He spelled the werd knife several times, said that he ceul
pet understand what I was saying. I lowered a knife en the end of the
repe. It did net reach him, se I then drepped it wrapped in a shirt.

I decideé there was nething I ceuld de except te ge feor help. I tied
leeps in the repe at six feet intervals, and suspended it in the
crevasse, anchered te a pair ef skis laid ever the hele. I teek
bearings en twe meuntains. This was at 6:50 P,M. I then went west fer
anether * mile en skis, then turned seuth and headed for the tri-
angular meuntain face which bears nertheast abeut feur miles distant fr
base. By this time the evercast had cleared away and the moen was
shining brightly. When I reached the landmark I headed feor the west

tip of Neny Island and reached base abeut 9:30 2.M,

This acceunt has been furnished fer yeur infermatiem by

Aot KT Dolowy.

Petersen and Dedsen.
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