
1U July 19U7 

Front Caaacadsr Firm Sonne, CSiB, EspadLticr. Leader 
To: Wr. i&x^ies—Clichy Petersen, Expedition i'hysitiist 

nr. liobart LoOsco, .Expedition Surveyor and Asst. Geologist 

Sitoject; ilatesa leather Station, Insulations Governing Duration 
of l o w Operations There. 

1 . ietcraon i s hereby designated us i n charge of the Weather 
Station on the Plateau upon ay departure therefrom and un t i l ouch 
t i r o as he i s replaced by «oed and licLeod, aoae tiao during the 
f i r s t part of August* actual date depending upon flyiqg conditions. 

3 . Peterson s h a l l , as such, be responsible for a l l radio schedules 
as art up by JfeJsey, aed also responsible for the safety of personnel, 
lary eaergesjeies abowld be reported to aw iaesediately, either by regular 
radio schedule or by —orgenoy schedules as set up by Solsey. 

5 . Petersen and ttcdeon v d l l cerry *3at dally iwather observations 
and testing of wtatpaent according to the plans ciitliried to as. 

U» I can act warn you anffir t a r t l y to be an guard at a l l tiaea of 
the quick changing weather. Both of you are expressly prohibited from 
acviog outside tie incsediate v i c i n i t y of the cajsp area, 'Jhder no 
condition, do I •went either of yoo to aki a»my free the leather Station 
b^orsd calling dietence. I wart this rulo s t r i c t l y adbtatsd to. 

5. Good luck to both of you. 

FINK mmm 
Expedition Leader 



MEMORANDUM 

T©: C©mdr. F i n n R©nne 

Subject: Return ©f Dadsaa and Peters©*. fr©m the pl a t e a u . 

A f t e r the feur-man sledge team l e f t us aa J u l y 2 2 , we remained en 
s-fifteen 

the plateau w i t h appraximately eem days supply af man fa a d , 3/4 can 
( l£ g a l l e n ) af kerasene, a Pyramidal tent i n gaad c a n d i t i e n ( a few 
small r i p s i n the ©uter s h e l l ) , am©ng ©ther miscellaneous equipment. 
We decided t© s t a y u n t i l the plane a r r i v e d , unless same unforeseen 
accident shauld make the r i s k ©f remaiming seem greater than the r i s k 
• f r e t u r n i n g t© base. 

Our greatest w©rry was the ker©sene shertage, but i t was n©t t©© 
seri©us si n c e we c©uld b©rr©w fr©m the B r i t i s h cache ©n a c l e a r day 9 

We intended t© ask ©n the 8 : 0 0 P.M. radi© schedule F r i d a y night, J u l y 
2 5 , f©r permission t© b©rr©w B r i t i s h ker©sene, weather pe r m i t t i n g . Our 
sleeping bags were becoming m©re iced up each day, and we estimated i t 
wauld take twa f u l l days w i t h the primus g©ing f u l l b l a s t t© d© a comp
l e t e drying jab ©n cl©thes and bags. A few gallons ©f B r i t i s h ker©sene 
wauld have d©ne the j©b. Therefore we faced n© danger fr©m l a c k ©f fa©d 
© r f u e l . 

H©wever, i n the e a r l y m©rning ©f J u l y 25 an estimated 90 mph wind 
made a f a u r f©st v e r t i c a l r i p near the zipper ©f the d»©r, and the sid e s 
• f the tent began t© f l a p vi©lently. The tent p©le was lowered, f©r 
©the-rwise i t was believed that the tent wauld have been t©rn t© shreds. 
A d d i t i o n a l t e a r s had appeared i n b©th the inner and ©uter s h e l l s , and new 
tea r s developed a f t e r the tent was d©wn. Even wi t h the tent dawn there 



/ 

was considerable f l a p p i n g af the c l o t h . Snow d r i f t e d over portions of the 
tent, and cantact af bags w i t h the ic e d tent c l e t h caused decreased 
i n s u l a t i o n . The r a d i o had been knocked about badly when the tent pale 
was lowered. The mike, antenna, and key were out of commission. Cond
i t i o n s were such that we could not repare them. 

We decided a f t e r the te n t was down t h a t we could do nothing u n t i l 
the storm abated. I t was v e r y d i f f i c u l t t© work without gloves, and i t 
was impossible to stand up i n the wind. We then had three a l t e r n a t i v e s , 
1 ) to b u i l d another s h e l t e r , an i g l o o , 2 ) i f the f i r s t c l e a r day seemed 
to be e x c e l l e n t f l y i n g weather, we would await the plane, 3) i f the f i r s t 
c l e a r day promised safe conditions f o r a r e t r e a t , but unsafe conditions 
f o r a plane, we would r e t r e a t . We considered the l a s t two of these 
a l t e r n a t i v e s to be s a f e r than r i s k i n g another storm i n the collapsed 
t e n t , and we deeided a g a i n s t an igloo f o r f e a r that i t might be eroded 
away by a storm. 

Late i n the morning of J u l y 26 the wind had abated to about 40 mph. 
Barometer was r i s i n g r a p i d l y . We i n t e r p r e t e d the r i s i n g barometer as a 
good i n d i c a t i o n of a coming l u l l i n the wind, but not as a sure i n d 
i c a t i o n of e x c e l l e n t weather, because a week before we had seen a rap
i d l y r i s i n g barometer precede only a short period af c l e a r sky f e l l e w e d 
immediately by fog and l i g h t snow. 

V i s i b i l i t y on J u l y 26 permitted a r e t r e a t . Because of high plateau 
winds and s t r a t u s clouds over the sea, we did not bel i e v e that the plane 
would attempt a f l i g h t and considered a landing v e r y improbable due to 
the danger of r e c e n t l y formed bad s a s t r u g i . We abandoned the camp a t noon, 
l e a v i n g behind r a d i a , s l e e p i n g equipment, some c l o t h e s , and t a k i n g w i t h 



us s k i s , ropes, crampons, packs w i t h personal gear, a l s o some canned 
heat, a primus, and food. We were f o r c e d to remove s k i s a f t e r t r a v e l l i n g 
a few hundred f e e t . High winds and bad s a s t r u g i , plus a steep slope 
f u r t h e r on, made s k i i n g v e r y d i f f i c u l t . We proceeded, roped together and 
on crampons, to above the steep slope on the g l a e i e r . We removed the 
rope above the slope. Thenarea seemed sa f e from c r e v a s s e s . The rope 
i t s e l f had slowed our progress by catching on s a s t r u g i . Low clouds out 
js© sea, the f a i l i n g l i g h t , and appearance of a fog d r i f t i n g down from the 
plateau made us v e r y anxious to get bearings on Neny and M i l l e r a n d before 
they should disappear from view. We removed crampons a t 3 : 0 0 P.M. a t the 
foot of the steep slope. We proceeded on s k i s f o r about £ m i l e , then 
removed them because we thought ourselves to be i n a r e l a t i v e l y safe 
area and because i c e and s a s t r u g i made s k i t r a v e l v e ry slow. Peterson 
stopped s h o r t l y afterwards to change from s k i b©ots t« mukluks. At the 
same time we s t a r t e d t© drag our s k i s i n s t e a d of c a r r y i n g them. Bothnof 
these things helped t© speed our t r a v e l . 

About 6 : 0 0 P.M. we discovered t h a t we had cut t©e near to a ere-
vassed a r e a . We then proceeded more c a u t i o u s l y w i t h f l a s h l i g h t s , prodding 
w i t h s k i poles, but s t i l l remained on foot and unroped. We headed n a r t h -
west f a r about | m i l e u n t i l most of the i r r e g u l a r i t i e s i n the i c e d i s 
appeared. We decided t h a t we were now c l e a r of the bad a r e a , so turned 
south. S h o r t l y a f t e r u t h i s , a t 6 : 3 0 P.M., Peterson f e l l i n t o a c r e v a s s e . 
He was ahead a t the time. Dodson was about three f e e t behind and had 
stepped t© a d j u s t h i s pack. Peterson walked from i c e onto a patch of 
snow which appeared s a f e to both of us i n the l i g h t of the p a r t l y ©bs-
cured moon. The snow bridge gave way. 



I (Dedson) heard na sound f a r abeut f i T e minutes, although I was e a l l i i 
to him. I could not see the bottom of the crevasse. When I heard him, 
he asked f a r a k n i f e , to out the peek from h i s back; s a i d something abot 
being choked. He s p e l l e d the word k n i f e s e v e r a l times, s a i d t h a t he oouJ 
not understand what I was sayin g . I lowered a k n i f e on the end af the 
rape. I t d i d net reach him, so I then dropped i t wrapped i n a s h i r t , 
I decide* there was nothing I could do except t o go f o r h e l p . I t i e d 
loops i n the rope a t s i x fo o t i n t e r v a l s , and suspended i t i n the 
cr e v a s s e , anchored to a p a i r of s k i s l a i d over the hole . I took 
bearings en two mountains. T h i s was a t 6 : 5 0 P.M. I then went west f a r 
another $ mil e on s k i s , then turned south and headed f o r the t r i 
angular mountain face which bears northeast about f o u r m i l e s d i s t a n t f r 
base. By t h i s time the overcast had cl e a r e d away and the moan was 
s h i n i n g b r i g h t l y . When I reached the landmark I headed f o r the west 
t i p of Neny I s l a n d and reaohed base abeut 9 : 3 0 P.M. 

Th i s account has been fu r n i s h e d f o r your information by 

Peterson and Dodson. 



l>.in points ox f a i l u r e by Peterson and Dodson 

1. Lea •'.dug t e n t camp against ordei's •/ 

2. Tent r i p p i n g should have been sewed up i n some way, w i t h parka e t c . 

3. Hot making use of a v a i l a b l e equipment, b u i l d i n g snow w a l l . 

i | . Hot taken from B r i t i s h Cache what they needed. 

5 . Not made f u l l use of pemmican by not eating i t , to s t a y -.yarn i n bag. 

6. Hot f a m i l i a r i z i n g themselves w i t h proper use of r a d i o , which they 
assured me they were f u l l y competant before departure. 

7. Not turned i n t o sane sleeping bags, i f needed. 

o. Mot taken i n t o account sudden change i n weather before l e a v i n g camp. 

9 . Not marked an arrow at t e n t w i t h t r a i l f l a g s , to i n d i c a t e the d i r e c t i o n 

i u . riot having eaten anything beiore departure. 

1 1 . Not having taken s u f f i c i e n t food, alone f o r the t r i o , ihsp 
days r a t i o n s t i l l a t the t e n t camp. 

12 . Not having returned 

1 5 . Walking without s a f 
or roped together'. 

i re 

l c . Given me assurance of t h e i r confidence t h a t they were f u l l y competent 
and had aliyequipment needed to s t a y u n t i l a i r p l a n e or dogteam could 
come up and reach them, b r i n g i n g equipment over to the permanent s i t e . 

19. I n faa not informing the base on the l a s t r a d i o schedule (Thursday n i t e ) 
t h a t Peterson had not s l e p f o r two nights due t o wett sleeping bag. 

2 0 . Poor judgement by Dodson i n l e a v i n g the rescue s l e d close t o the base 
on the r e t u r n Journey from the c r e v a s s e s s . Me s t a r t e d running through 
the crevassess without skiboots alone without ropefl together"with the 
B r i t i s h r e s c u e r s . No was stopped by Ma.jor B u t l e r . 


