This is a recording by G. D. Cartwright for Beverly Smith, Jr., of the Saturday Evening
¥xk Post

The two big recreational things were music and movies, During the summer when We
had all the tourists--summertime crew--movies were held every night. At first, of course,
I had very great difficulty in following them. Sound tracks were often muddy because
they had been played a lot and the Russians like things loud so the voices weren't very
clear sametimes. I didn't go to the movies very often at first because I felt I wasn't
getting much out of them and I could make better use of the time. But the fellows werd
really keen for me to go and they often insisted that I stay mx after supper to wateh the
show, particularly if it was one that they likedd and thought was a good example of life
in Russia or just a good picture.

One of the boys at the MET station, Semyon Galgerov was, as I have said, possibly

the keenest movie fan of anyone. He had seen all these pictures. I don't think there
was one he hadn't seen at least once and some of them he had seen three or four times.
Of course this was true of a lot of the other fellows, too, because since television has
coms to Moscow they do see lots and lots of films, Apparently there is no question about
the rights for putting a film on television as there was in the U. S. Also, he had been
on one of the drifting stations--k that is, one of the drifting ice floe stations im the
Arotic Ocean wp near the North Pole which the Russians have been manning from time to
time since way back in 1937 or '38. Semyon was really a died-in-the-wool movie fan.

The favorite movie by far was called the"Age of Love." It was an Argentinian f£ilm

featuring Lolita Torres and it was played more than any of the other pictures. In faet,

some of the fellows said they had seen it 20 times. I couldn't believe this but as I
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Miscellaneous Comments - 2
got to know ddmm the picture I came to think probably it was true. As a matter of fast,
1uut.h.ptut.mmﬂrﬂnum.mﬁut'nm“wmml
enjoyed it the £ifth time almost as muech as I did the first. It wasn't a great plsture
but it was ideally suited to this situation at Mimy. Lolita Torres is xx a very
vivacious, bright Latin star. It had good music. It had a simple but rether appealing
story and & fair portion of pretty girls, also it was quite funny. This smmjey combination
is exactly what the Russians at the base liked.

The pieture was cbviously popular even in the Soviet Union because they had Russian
artists singing some of the songs from the film, This was interesting because it made =
goodt contrast, made a little study in music and the arts which I found wortiwhile. It
was no doubt that the Russian female singer had a bétter voice and was better triined
than Lolita Torres, but there was also no doubt that the original singing by Lolita was
superior in its impact and humen quality. So I believe this was one of the first films
I saw at the base, My good friend, shogm Kunyin was still there and he insisted on
scting as interpreter. Of course this was helpful in understanding the film but it
really didn't help my Russian because I was always listening to his interpretatiem.
Also, it was a bit ammoying to the other fellows around close by. They never complained
but I felt esbarrassed because he had to interpret audibly and it sometimes interfered
with hearing the pleture. It was interesting, too, to notice that Lolita was the omly
real pin-wp girl at the base, This was foee true of the first year, I think the second
yoar we soquired some magasine pin-ups whieh the fellows copled photographically,but
they were not very common, certainly nothing like the mpmmx big spreaiwhich I understand

existed at Little Americam and some of the other American bases. The pin-up of Lolita

was simply a fetoching pose, a face portrait,



Miscellaneous Comments - 3

It might be interesting to review the various films which were popular and those
which were unpopular and tell something about the varlety of films which they had. I
remesber before the old growp left, being strongly urged to stay for a pleture, stay
after supper. It turned out that I had pleked up my wrong glasses and we were sitting
woy in the back so I really didn't get too much out of this picture., It was mxiim &
war story of one of the isolated forts which held out against the Germans for an
unbelievably long period of time and apparently had been surrounded and cut off, The
pleture was quite well dond, I thought. It was a bloody thing and some of the battle
scenes were remarkably realistic, they may have used actual newsreel materials for it.
It was the story of a small group of men and women who held this tiny outpost, a very—
Llmost impregnable bullding of conerete and steel, under terrific bombing and assaults
from the land over an amzingly leng period of time.

This was a great story to the Russians. It emphasised that they still remesmber
very vividly the attacks and the devastation &k which the Cermans caused and same of
the fellows used to say, "Well, we really got this fellow Hitler, didn't we?™ I think

they gave full mex marks to the support and the fighting which the Americans did in tids
battle against Hitler--Gitler, as they call him,
RO & & #

WYhen the winter set in-—that is after the ships had left, INKINE taking all the
sumer psople away with them, the frequency of films dropped off somewhat. We had, I
think thres or four a week, but oocasionally there were more. I gradually got so I
eould follow them more or less. It was an interesting insight into Russian character
to watch Sax thelr resctions to films, and to ses the kind of films which they liked

best. There were no Ameriean films but there was a rather good vardety of others. No

British films, except one, whisch was in English with subtitles. That was a kind of a
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Douglas Pairbanks in the "Thief of Baghdad.” But they had—-I just might run down the
films which were most popular, 1911 speak of the Russian films a little later on.
There were two Finnish films which I found exsellent, One was the story of SECENNE
a relatively young married woma, married to a middle-aged railroad man, It was avery
mmmummummuuummmmu

{nterest of the young woman fromkm her husband to a younger men and the tragedy wideh

resulted.

The other Finndsh film was brilliant in my opindon. It was a stery of an aging woman,

beautiful but aging womsn, with a young, budding daughter. The husband had died,smwiie
m*mmm.uh_!-m_um
ﬂlh-lm_hﬁlm He was interested but his interests soan
shifted to the young daughter and the battle befween the mother and the daughter was
brilliantly portrayed. The shrength of 'ill of the mother end the extremities to which
she went to prevent the daughter from having this men was something frightening to wateh.
But in the end the daughter won and the mother, recogrdring her defest, found her balance
again, I remesber the m remark of-—thers was some mixed feeling about this pioture.
Seme of the men felt it was too depressing for a base like that, they wanted somsthing
lighter, something they could laugh about.,

1 pemsnber the remark of my most avid fan, when he said, "Just think of it, here is
a tiny comntry of enly 3 million people and they can tum out o wonderful plcture like
that. I just can't understand.it.” 2k This remark was mede in entrast to the disgust
or dissppeoval of seme of the Soviet films, particulsrly tiose which came out of Odessa.

Apparently they were trying to start wp 2 new film industry there and the results were
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really very poor——monotonous, long drawn out and, always, of course, with a strang
politieal flaver. The fellows didn't mind the political flaver particularly if it were

well done. They seemed to go along with it at least.

Among some of the other filmes were several very good Italian films which practically

without exception they liked. "Rome at 11 6'clock,” which some of you may have seen, was

all took plage in a couple of days and was
just a tremendous film which/centered around ihm an advertisement for a stenographer which

brought & large number of girls to this cne small building. While they were walting you
see the development of character and the mixture of humsn foibles and tragedies widch
had been gathered by this 1ittle advertisement, the stairway collapses and this brings
out a lot more details in the character of these¢ pecple. The mem, almost without excep-
tion, thought this was a tremendous film, Of course, one of the great appeals was the
beauty of the Ttalim women,

There was another Italian film (I can't remember the name of it) but it hed to do
with three young girls who worked in a dress departmnt-—or s dress manufacturing store.
It portrays in very simple realism the lives of these three girls, how they interplay
ene on the other and something of the day-to-day living of the Italians after the war.
This was a very pepular film,

But I think of this type one of the most popular was a French film called "Mother,
Father, the Maid and I.," It was simply done, without props, a simple Fremeh film with
a setting in Parls--I'm not sure whether the setting was in Paris--really you saw very

dittle of the citys It shovs a family, all of them working, he was a professor and the
son was working alsom in the university; the mother had = job, too. So they were

troubled with getting maid service. They finally hired = ymgm young girl who dux adds

a tremendous spark to the family and, of course, she reises lots of complications, The
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and then persusdes his mother to idex hire her as a maid. It was t

and the Russians Just loved every bit off it. wmmmmnmﬁ" “E _
Another French film was "Mp, Taxd," x very simply done, none of these were Hollywi

ﬂhﬂ*h#&iﬂpﬂﬁ.hﬁﬂlhn.hﬂuhﬁtmi This was a story

set in Paris aboutidm the life of a very homely but loveable taxi driver and his doge

He gets into all sorts of complicatinns, but reasonslle cemplications and you get alse

an insight into family life which the Russians were tremendously interested ine I Jjust

eant tell you how much they seemsd to enjoy gelting an insight into the way other pecple

lived,

I often wondered why they showed tlese films and you eould argue that they were shown
because scme of them represented rather seawy sides of the life in these places bul they
weren?t mesnt to be socisl eriticlsms I don't think. Cerlainly from the point of view
of the producer they must have been just good humsn interest stories. Of course, atk a
base like this, isolated from women, any female intersst is always very mmch appreciated.
I remember cne Hungarian film called "The Criminal Ingeborg" (I think her name was). It
was a story set in Vienma—or I guess set in Berlin—about 2 yam mature girl who seems

to m have a very restless eye and she falls in love with a young judge, a very handsome

a
young man and a very serlous young man. The girl is really not/very sound character aml

she plays around with this chep in a way which he finally comes to understand, but the
’ this story that I'm telling is thot there was a very torrid bedroom scene and
od to see that the Ruselans rescted in exactly the same &Mx way thet any




they'd get set up in the front row of the movie place with exposures and lens openings
ﬁmwmmm@pﬂwﬂhummﬁqﬂmtmpwmm
the £ilms and there would be your pin-wp. During a particularly good movie the whole
front row might be loaded with cameramen, This was really no problem, it occurred at
infrequent intervals but there were sort of surges of interest inthis kind of thing
Sust as there might be snywhere.
Oh yes, we had I thinkk two, but certainly one, very good film by the Indian

producer actor, Raj Kaipur. This was the story of justice gone astray and it may have
besn for this reason that the Russian authorities had put 1t among the films provided the

bases Also, it had rather strong musical background and I think it is indigative of

Russian charseter that they, meny of them, are fond of oriental music. Here xgik again

ed their intense interest in the lives of other pecples. 5till, the pictwre

vod one and it might show with considersble x success in the United States. Tt
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 of these films which wos quite long and eonsequently shown in two parts.
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Miscellaneous Events - 8
Two other films come to mind. One was a South African film dealing with the rase
question, It was a story of a young mixed colored boy who had gane to the wniversity
and pesched a pretty high level of intellectual awareness. He was not fighting the
raglal problem as such ot the time but then he goes off on 2 heliday where he--I guess

he returns home & after having spent 2 long time away from home, and there he encounters
the old family troubles., You see the mixed--colored as they eall them in South Afriea
as apart from the Negro itself--youm see the colored growps in their squalid 1ittle
villages, you get some ides mitkh of the kind of life they lead, they have their own joys
and pleasures. But he seemed a bit apart and was eoncerned about these special ragial
problems, then he is sudden]y thrown in contact with an attractive, blonde daugheer of
one of the big land owners, a white man, who has his time with the Negroes. He has his
speedal Negro women, but he hates them as a race. The young girl falls in love with
this mek handsome colored boy. Of course thie means only tragedy and this picture moves
to a very dramatic and horrible climax, This pleture caused - great deal of discussien
and I think the fact that it did cause discussion indicates they were not of one mind
sbout its I couldn't follow all the discussion but I don't think that left to thelr own
devices, the Russians, any more than any other group, pass off these racial problems as
easy of solutienl I think they understand th:t there are re.l differences in roces and
pecples, differences of heredity and differences of immediate cultur:l backgrowds., I
remmber when the Little Roek, Arkansas, trouble came wp it wee very much played up on
Mosgow Radio, naturally, as it was 2ll over the world. Some of the fellows ~sked me
about its I told them that T had ldved in the south and felt that while I was not =
MI“mm*hmPrﬁlm:ndIt.riudt-::uplaint.hatllutmmm

had these very great racial differences, with large pereentages of Negroes, it really was

a problem, there wasn't any reason to say it wasn't., Even im with the best will in the
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world there would be difficulties in adjusting, and I deplored the Little Rock situation
as much as anyene but felt there was no question that mmskmsx 1t was a serious problem
that required deep understanding and a lot of sscrifice on everyone's part had to be

faced. I think they really had sympathy for this view, & casting aside, of course, the

political implications of it.

The other pleture came during the swmmer, that is it arrived after the long winter
had been ended. It was really a stinker., I don't know how we happened to stay for it
because at this stage my relief was there and we were spending a lot of time working en

common problems., But we did stay and felt pretty red in the face as a result. It was
mma-mm:m%m. It was a Mexiecan film and a violent
attack on the American brutality and (sigh) exploitation of people. It was built around
the old "wet backs", that is, the Mexicans and others who tried to cross into the United
- States illegally by sneaking across the Rio Grande at an unguarded spot. The picture
was really a very stupid one because it showed these people picking of all places to
eross, the exact spot where there was x virtually a fort. It was a wateh tower apparently
heavily guarded with sirens and huge searchlights and machine guns all set up and vhen
these men were spotted in the river, the American border patrol ruthlessly machine-gunned
them down. There were lots of other scenes in them picture, American employers going
across the river and hiring these Mexicans to work on railrcad chain gangs, practieally,
They weren't in chains actually but they were pretty brutally treated by the foreman.

And there wese the girls, brought by the company, apparently, to entersain the men. A
very unsavory impression given of America and I couldn't understand why the Mexican

authorities would release a pileture like that. I didn't realise that feeling against

Amgrica ran =m as high as that at this time down there. Of gourse it eould have been

an old film,
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Here again I think--we didn't talk about it very much, but I think the people with
whom we did talk felt that it probably was mush overdrawn. They realised that it was

just so stupid in many respects.

Now,what were the Russian films like? They were a very mixed collection it seemed

to me., They hod some of the best films I've ever seen and they had some of the worst.

Of the better films there was the absolutely delightful "Twelfth Night", Shakespeare's
"Twalfth Night,” I couldn't imagine how it could have been done bettesw. Superb actors

and actresses and marvelous setting in the Caucasus and very well directed. I think this

pleture has been shown in special theatres in America.

We had, X of course, the two part, epic series of the "Life of Peter the Great,” a
really epic film and I thinksx very revealing of Russian character and I found it a
thoroughly enjoyable picture although the man who paid the part of Peter was such a
Mﬂmwmmtmmmmnhm.m

way. The msn who took the & part of his sen, the weak son, was played by one of Russia's

greatest male actors--his name doesn't come to mind at the moment.

Then there was a xwy very fine epic of Admiral Sherntrov(?), I believe, the hereo of
the battle of the Black Sea against the French. This was in soft color and while the

pletures are not sharp some of the effects are quite beautiful. It must have been a very

expenadve film to make and was more or less of a Cecil B. DeMille epic type, with large

gasts and elaborate sets and battles at sea. It shows the meeting of the Admiral with a

mmber of famous men from other countries, sush as Napoleon and Lord Nelson. There was

eonslderable bias I thought, generally making the Russians sppear great, humane creatures

smbomx wlth the men of other countriles as being scmewhat mean and small. This is not

entirely true—armies a2s well.
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The next type of [ilm which was possibly the best of all from a dramatie point =g
of view was the wexxdk so-called Sapmmioaia® "spektacl”(?), whieh is the word "spectacle."
Tt has a little special meaning. These films were made I bellieve almost entirely by the
so-salled "Little Theatre."” Here the meaning of the word "little" is in centrast to the
Bolshol, or great theatre. It doesn't mean little theatre" in the American sense. This
is, I believe, the finest dramatic group in the Soviet Union. These spectacles were
usually plays, or stories, which were dramatized commonly in a redatively limited setting,
although this wasn't necesearily so. But oftentimes they appear to be done in one or two
stts. I remember cne of these was the story of 2 wealthy widow land ommer who was con-
stantly scheming &pparently to gain a little more control or to protest her own holdings.
It had a rich cast and every one was superbly played., Here, even though you couldn®t
follow all the subtleties of the language the skill of the actors made up a great deal
for anything you might have missed in the texts I was trying to think of the name of
the author of this story who apparently is still very widely read and whose stories are
often used as a basis for the theatre--Lamonosov(?) or someone of that character—name
of that sort.

One of the ordinary run films which I found first class was the story of a fickle
woman married to a fine medical doetors The woman, a young, attractive thing, was much

taken by the Bohemian 1ife and her house was constantly filled with arty people, musicians,

while
painters, poets. The husband was long-suffering and/it seemed he was very pussled by these

sharacters he seemed willing to put up with them as long as his wife was huppye DBut she
finally gets heavily involved with a new member of the group, u very sddmg dashing painter
Who takes her away. OShe finde out that 1life with the painter isa't 211 it is put p to be
and comes back, contrite for a while, but soon drifts into her hld ways. The husband

simply shakes his head and wonders. He eventually is stricken by typhus and dies, leavir
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part of the doctor was played by one of the Soviet

mm I tried to judge from the
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m“ Voroshilov m i= a rather stolid manm,

d -_ | severalk 1ittle things which plecsed the Russians,

an inspeetion, for example, he forgot to wipe his feet
ﬂ,ﬂﬂﬂﬂdmmwnmwmm
1 ‘Ml rather sheapish glance at the cameramen.
‘sports events. One in particular which T remember was

in which Paul Andersen of the United St:=tes took part., He
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W States to join the Russians I heard that
he Metropelitan seasion in New York would be "Tugen Onegin,"
2 bit zbout this and mentioned it to scme of my
S507 1Y,

8, saylng what a fine thing it would be 1f we could hecr the
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oo d very mich sbout the quality of the
3 in that, There ws were, myself and I think five
Shenton, hoveves, ws the premmeiation

hedr msienl opinfons and nnturally T wanted to have this

et and the general x reaction was quite faworable, They

- of Tatymna; they thought Onagin was very good, George

ﬂ the musical interludes which the Metropolitan interjec
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into the thing. They were quite disturbed by these, feeling that they tended to break
the natural dramatic progression of the opera and certainly they wouldn't have dgreed
to them in the normal production. Ihﬂdbmtudﬂﬂl‘lthl““l“.“m
who plays the role of Lensky. I have always been a great admirer of Tucker but they
said, "“Oh, no, no. Lensky is a stripling, a man who is new in love,"while Tucker sang
the role like Pagliacei, with the great verve am intensity of the Italian style. They
commented partieulardy in the duel scene where Lensky and Unegin introduce this scene
by talking of their past friendship and the unhappy state that has come upon them but
they both insist that they must go on with the duels They felt that Tucker played this
with much too great a sense of passion and argumentative approach. In the true Russian
sense he is melancholy and said x over this unhappy turn of events. I mention this to
show what a keen understanding they have of these roles. Une of the men thought the
orchestra was outstanding yet he had a comment to make about the French homms; e felt
they lacked the mellow quality of truly great Fremch horn playing. 1 had to agree with
him once he had ealled my attention to it.

Then there came the commentary on the operak by Boris Goldovsky., I hadn't realised
it although I had listened to Goldovsky over a number of years, that he was in faci a
Russian. His commentary on this opera was probably one of the greatest he had ever
glven, at least it seemed S0 to me, and it was very much X enjoyed by the iussians, par—
ticularly when he quoted some of Riwiickwx Pushidn's original lines., This was a kind of
& thrill to them to hear c¢lean Russian language coming from thix so-called America.
But what reslly seemed unfortunste to them was the ending of the opera. Apparently,
More or less in line with this plan to recapitulate the major themessx the opera closed

with the addition of about four bars beyond Tschaikowsky's original & score. I didu't

- pecognize this but the orchestra, instesd of ending on the tragic note, carried on and
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they all literally jumped to thelr feet and shouted, "They've spoiled it; theytve
spoiled it; they've spoiled it,." I thought this was a final example of the intimate

feeling they had for this great opera and how much it means to k them in their cultural

life, SooEECCOOOmE

Of course the story on music wouldn't be complete unless we recall some of the
locally genmerated music. Oscar Krichak was, I suppose, the keenest about music, although
he may not have been the top musician. le played the piano by ear mostly but alse by
note and one of the Russian stringed instruments called the domerie. He also tried his
doat hand at composing and wrote three Antarctic pleces, a merch, a waltz and I've forgotten
the type of the other, with words written by the Frawda correspondent. One was "White
Iceberg" the other was “Antaretica" and I've forgotten the title of the thirde. But bhese
were very much played, of course there were lois ol rehearsals, and these were sung and
played at all the big mxcbciagmomt enterteinments in the mess hall., He told an inter—
esting story that illustrates again the Russian temperament and their good sense of
bumor, When the Youths Festival--I think it was the Sixth International Youths Festival
which was held in Moscow in July, 1957, they sent a wire to the Antaretic asking them if
they would be good enough to record a brief musical progrem which might be played some
u time during the Youths Festival., This excited them guite ..1 bit so they had several
rehearsils. Finally came the time to do a recording on tape. 5o they did tids snd the
radio people took it over and on ane of their contacts with Moscow they sent this tape
through. Apparently the transmission was veryxmm poor, in fact Moscow sent back a

message saying that they could neither wnderstaiond themmx music nor the words, and
apparently suggested that some sk other arrangements be used in making the recording,

They tried it again and still had very little success.
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