Side 1

This is a recerding by G. D. Cartwright for Mr. Beverly Smith, Jr., of the Satunday

Even during the long winter things seemed always to be happening to relieve the daily
routine of the expedition. Of course there were always birthdays. With 150 men during
the course of the year you have 150 birthdays. I seemed to get invited to most of these
¢elebrations—I didn't attend all of them, of course. But I suppose the one I remember
most is my own birthday party. They found out rather early when my birthday was to occur

and oftentimes at other parties they would say, "Just wait until your's comes off," My

birthday was August 1lk. As I recall, August was one £ of the stormlest menths we had

which is not typical, I don't believe, although it's hard to say what is typical in the
Antaretic., At any rate it became clear to me fairly early in the day that they were really
going to make a big thing of it. They began to clear out one of the big bedrooms, or
living reems, the larger rooms in the quartess could sleep four men., Sometimes we had
ﬁtp&umhm“mmm-m The desks ;mem could be taken apart and
carried out into a kind of corridor to give more room. They'd set up card tables very mmmk
much 1ike the card tables we have and they had lots of little collapsible chairs, seo in an
office that mmik normally accommodated four or five pecple they could squeese maybe 30 fwrk

inte it. It wasn't very easy to get in and out but that didn't seem to matter,

for my living
dnyway, feckick Semmons party they decided to hold it in one of the/quarters rooms

hhﬂlm Iﬂﬂ!—luﬂﬂtﬂhﬂihatitualq'hirthdaw&ndlnnbdngmn_
gratulated everywhere I went. They have an expression: /forst spoken in Russian/ ""Con-

gratulations en your birthday," literally the day of your birth. The weather was pather

bad all day. As I recall there had been several storms lasting more than a day but during
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most of the day the wind was rumning arcudd 30 or 4O miles per hour with seme smow.

m-mmmuhmmmupmum—t“mmﬂ
to make up specialf foods and these would be carried on plates-—of course, you had to get
all the crockery and things-—these would be carried, sometimes right in their regular
ﬂmﬂﬁlmwﬁqmmﬂhm,hm“ﬂﬂﬁ”ﬁ“ﬂ
being held. The net house was about 200 yards from the mess hall so early in the aftermoon
the boys started gathering the mterials for the party, glasses and kndves and forks and
Plates and, of cowrse, the actual dishes themselves. This really meant a lot of work but
they didn't seem to mind all the fuss. X There were lots of smiles andjm joking about the
party that would be coming off,

Mu’hlﬂm-muthﬂnﬁhmmum-l:uﬂ-hnﬂ
were carrying the stuff from the mess hell and they shook their heads and laughed and said,
"Pretty tough geing." I swpose the winds were getting up around 60 miles an howr by this
time and carrying a big platter full of salad or cold meats or something like that or a
Iuge bag of goblets was a pretty tricky job in these high winds. And, of course, the snow
drives absolutely like oil through anything, the slightest erack and it finds its yacx way
in so the problem was to keep the food from being snowed in as you brought it back to the
house.

Late in the afternoon I was quite surprised and, of course, very pleased by a visit
from Alexel Troshnikov, the leader of the expedition and the base commsnder Matveshuk. They
cams with seme gifts and congratulated me, we had a plessant chat in the room, They brought
“miﬂmmnﬂnﬁn;mﬂth-mmnﬂnrmﬂuhumm

““M.'thquluhﬂllﬁmbunfl-lﬂtnqmﬂ,ahﬂtﬂiufm,uﬂr:r
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good wine and, I believe, a bottle of cognae, all done up in a very attractive box. This
was certainly unexpected from them but I suppose I shouldn't have doubted it because every-
body was coming along to give me little things: a photograph, a little memento of Moscow,
the big gift, however, was about 15 long playing records which the net chisf, Oscar Krischek
gave to me, So, the room was getting an aceumulation of gifts by the late afterneon.

It had been our custom to have weekly radio telephone conversations with Little America.
We had missed the previous week, I believe, so it happened that about 6 ofcloeck, between 6
and 6:30, we had a call from the radio station saying that they had established contact with
Little America, would we come over. Well, surprisingly emough, just about that time the wind
had dropped to about 30 to 40 miles an hour and even though it was snowing quite hard it was
mmmﬂmmtwwmm“ummmu-
which was asbout a quarter of a mile, We had no £m real difficulty except occasionally
losing our way because of the thick snmow. We got there without any delay and had fairly
good contact with Little America. Most of these centacts never lasted very long; they
would start out good on one side, we could hear Little America well, they were having a
14ttle difficulty with £ us and then maybe it would turn about, so we often spent most of
the time ealling and giving s leng count so they could tume to our fewspmerkix frequency.

Anyway, while we were sitting in the room in the little studio where we did out radio
telephone contagts, the wind began to rise again. The Russians had a television set at the
base, prebably the enly television set ever carried to the Antarctic. They never got any-
thing on it but smmebody always had an idea they might, I was sitting by a bench, or rather
high table, against the wall where the support for the antennak came im through the roof and

was anchored inside. It was a 2-ineh galvanised pipe locked in a support. I could feel this

thing beginning to xigpdet vibrate and suddenly it began to jump up and down as though the
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antemna were starting to fly. The bullding started to vibrate pretty badly so we knew
then that the wind was really rising. About that time the Base Commander called and said
that the winds were now up around 100 miles an howr and no one would be permitted out. So

Oscar looked at me and I looked at him, What the devil was going to happen to our party.

This pleased the boys in the radio station. They just gathered &k what reserves of hos-

pitality they had and the party started right there.

As time paseed, an hour went by and thepdt was two hours and all the time the boys &x
over in the net station were getting more and more impatient. After all, I was thelr guest
and they had everything ready for a real show. FPinally they couldn®t stand the strain any
longer so three of the younger fellows started out together to collect us. They made it
all right but they looked pretty worn when they got there. I didn't fancy this idea of
getting out in the bliszszard but there wasn't anything elsem to do, so we fastemed our parkas
on as well as we could and mkxwg started out.

The radio station was on a kind of a knoll,mubdteoceme it wasn?t drifted ik in like
most of the rest of the houses because it was on this rock, a rather high rock, but the
wind I think probably was at a macimum there because it took three of us to force the door
cpen against the mikmkwm wind and, of couwrse, as soon as you let go of it it banged shut with
a tremendous clang and you had to hold ento anything you could lay your x hands on,kEogmooe
orowshed down as low as you could. As we turned inte the wind it whipped my parka off my
head and I thought I was golng to lose the whole thing for a minute, It was difficult to
grab anything because you had to hold en to the other fellows or anything that was nearby.

It took us, I suppose, nearly a half houwr to work owr way back to the net station and

l““ had such a struggle in my life. We were erawling a fair part of the time, never

Imowing just where you were and hoping you weren't being carried with the wind toward the sea
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There were a lot of big sort of general lights that had been set out just for tids sort
of situation. You couldn't see them at any distance but if you were on your course you
would eventually mx pass them and if you didn't pass them in a reascnable time them you
imew you were off course. When we got to the net house you had to enter from the tower
and down a ladder, I den't think I have ever been so exhausted. I just hadn't a bit of
breath left. I couldn't say a word except shake my head and look pained. The last thing
I wanted was a party at that stage but they were all keyed up about it and hardly gave us
time to get our clothes off before we were rushed into the room.

The place looked quite attractive, They had set these card tables wp rather like a
little night club. Oscar had his tape recorder which also ecould be used as a record player,
a x rather tricky combination. It ool wasn't a good tape recorder because of the speed
problem. Anyway, everything was ready so the party got off to a fast start finally, It
must have besn after 9 ofclock by that time. It was a gay affair, Of course, many wm of
the peocple who normally would have come weren't allowed out of their houses so we had
really muxiy only the boys at the station, but that was about 20. The toasting went on with
great enthusiasm and, of course, everybedy gets livelier and livelier, then the singing
starts and sbout that time somebody says, "Let's play yowr boogle-woogie record.” I did
have one such record with my little 45 rpm player. I always hated to get the thing going
because it seemed to have the same kind of exhilarating affeet on the Russians that it does
on many of the young Americans who like boogle-woogle. But they wouldn't listen te ™o" so
we brought the thing out and by that time the daneing was really something which should have
bean recorded on film, Unfortunately I couldn't use my movie camera because there just

wasn't snough light for color film, I did get a couple of still pictures which look very,
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very amusing now,

The party went on "4l 2, 3, I don't know, maybe 4 o'elock in the morning. I finally

felt I had all I could stand and went off to bed whieh, fortunately, was just acrces the

hall,

The next day the storm was still on Mx but by the second day the winds had subsided
some and Osear sald to me, "Well now we'll really have your birthday party.” I looked at
him in kind of & shoek and asked him, "Why? m-m.mﬂ’:'mm
night3" "Oh, mo," he said, "we were responsible for that bad weather so the people couldn't
come so we've got to have another party.” Well, I said I felt it really wasn't necessary.
"Oh, no," he said, "it wouldn't be right not to have a party.” So the up preparations
were made all over again. This time they decided to hold it in the weather office itself.
The fumy thing was that it didn"t seem to get started very promptly. The party was supposed
to be at 8 o'clock, I believe, and at 6 ofelock they hadn't even started to fix wp the room.
Oscar was very unconcerned about it so by the time the guests started to arrive we were still
working on the arrangements for the party. But nobody seemed to mind, they stood around or
went into one of the other rooms and carried on their conversations. Everybody had a little
spesial dress on, some of them wore sult coats and ties, or their black blouses with x
somek speelal wearing apparel. Ticix

This time all the cutside guests were able Lo came and the chief correspondent of Prevda
and the ehlef of the (Bussian word) as they call it, the professional wnions; the personnel
officer. The xmocismeoutex Chis £ of the expedition didn't come. I called him and invited
hin and he mxhipe® he sald he was a pretty shy man and maybe k the party would be better if

he &ldn*t comes I was a little bit surprised at that and I told® Oscar about it and he said,

"] think he's being honest, he feels the bays would have a better time." We had the doctor
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@ souple of questions,” At the time it didn't seem very reasenable but I went over with

him to his reom where we sort of fiddled around; it looked a bit silly but it didn®t cecur
-:" why we had gone off. When we came back there was a very sttractive birthday cake, a big
- round eake surrounded by 48 candles, the cake had = very well done map of Antarciica in
brown and white icing and engraved across the top of the cake in English was "Heppy Birthday
Gordon," This really staggered me and I think if you lock at the pictures they tock at imik
Sogockimm the time you'll see what a surprise it was.
This got the party off to = terrific start. It went very mush the same as the other
ene only it was gayer. Here sgaln we got started on my jazz records and by about twek in
the morning the diehards—most of the people had gone or were leaving by that time but thers

arex always a few who hang on until the end and these fellows were still going streng. One

. of them was an mmit old football player—soccer player--—and he got to ldcking up his heels

and the firet thing I lnew the party wes getbing so rough I thought it was about time to

P T i

\ *ImﬂIMME oteloek and the thing went on until about L or 5 in the morning
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That vas rather typloal of the birthday porties. They had o terrific time. There wes

. '_-":_':'.:' msic, some of the fellows had accordions, there were several

g

 special instrument called the "domsrie", waich is somtiirg like a

vy good Gn tids instrument and they ususlly voud W by & rlo or 8o



were fairly good singers and alvays took the lesd in thess seagse
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One of the other amusing incidents had to do with the cleaning out of the latri:

b+
This was naturally an unpleasant jobe hhdmhm-umhu:f'_'_f_.
of an oil drum in them which was carried out and taken down toward the edge of the camp
where it simply spent the winters This job was passed arowd. Each house had what they
called the commandant, they always joked about this position and kidded each hther as to
the merits of the commandant and how well he wes doing. Then every day there was a kind

of glean wp man who had to do the sweeping of the general corridors. They didn't take
these jobs very seriously, some of them did, and the ones that did always had a lot more
work to do betause the others didn't keep the place very clean scmetimes,

Soesick Carrying out thie latrine can could be pretty exeiting when you had to take it
wp a steel latter and out a door into a howling gale. DBut they liked to hawve a joke so
they alweys had &m the boy who played the horn and somebody with an old tin ean to psk pound
on to provide the proper music for this ceremony and everybody got a big bang out of this
and would all line up while ihe boys went by to the accampaniment of this band,

One day, just to glve you a little insight into their character, the horn player played

a funeral march, I believe, s very solemn piece of music and one of the men took offense at

tids and said that it just wasn't good taste to do anything like that,
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Suliove—the grostare--Lined W n & very straight lne veiting to kias Uhe new arpivel ‘ :
hh--hﬂnmmtﬁmﬂummm,mlmm- 5
like and uwsually I was busy taking pictures of the others doing the kmk kissing.

One of our men mpmwk went to Oasls which 1s another of the Russian stations en the
coast at a rather special place aleng the coast, some 350 kilometers east of Mirmy. In
that area the ice sheet apparently has retrested and fdmx a large area of rock is exposed.
Some snow drifts into the low plages but it is nﬁrtuﬂlysm-rﬂnmmme
winter, It is a very windy place oftentimes and had a lot of bad weather so it was risky
to fly over there unless you were prepared to stay any m length of time necessary. The
political officer, or persomnel officer, and one of our men went over to do scme work-—I
think they were Juanckmg having 2 1ittle persannel trouble with one of the meteorologists—
80 they flew over there and I belleve the aireraft came back leaving them for = day or se,
then the weather turned bad and they were there zbout two weeks, This overcpowded the
station, the station only had about six men, very little space, but when our meteorologist
came back he reglled everybody withx stories of things that had happened fm at Oasis.

One of the amusing ones apparently was thot they had no regular cook so every member




Thelr latrine was the most primitive thing I have ever seen. It was so small that you "*
=mk couldn't close the door when you got inside, It was x just a tiny little box that you
practically only stand wp in. Fortunately the door faced away from the prevailing winds
but it was pretiy tough going te have the diarrhea in that situation.

Anether amusing incident was &% told to me by same of the boys who worked up in the
interiors These interior stations were really rugged. They towed their houses--they built
thelr houses on the sleds and simply towed them into the spot where the station was te
tjlr\thalﬂthnyminhuﬁinaaas Away up in the interior there isn't enough snow to
m-thl houses ogver 8o they are quite exposed; also there isn't as mueh wind there as
you get on the coastal areas either. llost of the fellows were keen readers of Jack Lemdon,
in faet apparently Jack London is one of the standard American authors in the Soviet Union;
everybody had read his books and many of them had whole collections of them, One of the
things whiech Jack London had apparently written was that when the tesperature dropped
around -60 if you spit the spit would freeze before it struck the snow. So apparently this
ene chap spent a lot of time testing thls theory at various temperatures. He never found

this to be trus. He was quite disappointed that Jack London had apparently made a mistake,
in the outdoors, which they

' . Mﬁthmm apparently if you urinated/at a temperature of # than s -58

grade, you got a very special whooshing sound; if the temperzture was warmer than -58
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and rush beck in again before things frose we In fact they used to kid
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you an insight into the character of the people,.
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They used to tell about the fellow wp in the interior who oftentimes wouldn't bother
to put on his shoes when he wanted to go over to cne of the other buildigs. With a tempera-
ture of 80 degrees below szero you don't run out in a pair of bedroom slippers. They prided
themselves in their ruggedness., One day during & blizzard two of the fellows from Mirny
mmiﬂm-mmmnmmarmﬁmmmamﬂ. During these bliszzards
the visibility dropped absolutely to sero—jmoEmcirindioamm in a bad blizzard you couddn't
even see your feet so you felt gs though you were welking in a sereaming void, and when
you could see your feet the k whole snow surface was moving at terrific speeds so that it
actually made you quite dizmzy to look down, you felt as though you were walking on a high

speed cloud or semething,

3 inyway, these two fellow set off this morning and visibility was variable, as the

wind would rise the visibility would drop down. They were getting aleng fairly well but

 that just at that moment they had a break in the visibility and he actually

‘off in the se= ice, As z result, the next thing fmm they

s
e g —n "
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absolutely verticals M“hmwmmmw &

;ﬁhhmh“umusmmuﬂm#ﬂﬁ'é
they had gone off the Barrier, How they ever found their way back to camp I don't lmow but
they got back somehow and there was grest howling and laughter about their experience, They
were kind of herces.

The prbblenm then was to get the weasel out. Of course you souldn't do anything during
ene of these blizzards, you couldn't work, so it was I guess about three days later befpre
the weather e¢leared and the word went round that they were going to dig the weasel out so
everybody in the eamp practically & pub on his skis or alpine boots or something and
naturally gathered his camera #x and down we all went. It took 2 mix whole day really, the
way the thing turmed out, so everybedy had a holiday that day.

During the big windstorm that took place arcund my birthday the winds were very diffieulf
0 measure ascuratel, yet the best estimate we had wes that it was well over 100 miles an

“*MM One of the things it did was to ecarry away two of the aireraft—

e I gwss three of them actually broke loose--but one was a DC-3. It carried this plune

":WMMWMnH;Mmrﬂmm
pped 1t Just. about 30 feet from the edge of the Barriers If k it had gons over

een o total loss. As it was the wing tips were chamogge damaiged,
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rery heevy, maybe two meters thick in places anywyy, so that the Ob, which had 2ll the
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(W, m Of course the top surface was largely snow but through the action of moisture

,, *'Mhmﬂhmqﬂﬂa hard, S5So they began wnleoading the vessel while they

atill 20 or so kllometers £m off from the base, then they'd drive the things in on sleds.me
of the big

| e They had three or four new aireraft, One of these aireraft, several/new sleds and, I believe,

one tractor had been wnloaded from the ship and were sitting en the sea ice waiting to be

tpansported to the base, The wind began to rise that day and it didn't get terribly strong,

maybe 50 to 60 miles an hour but apparently it was sufficient to break up the edges of the

m‘ﬂ-m-mmvﬂn.mﬁn.andthaywrkmt.hnadgauftha ice, get under the

1 £ L
~ dee, h.rlxwwpim#thmiutbmlawmdithnm:dtnhapimmﬁiﬂn
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4% had become detached from the main lce it was § very uistable and the wind

‘the whole thing over and dumped the cargo into the sea. I mskmi expressed

and they just shrugged their shoulders and said "Niehe vo,
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4o the bitter end &m 50 as to geb as mich done as they could before the worst of &
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éﬁ:mm.mmmﬂmnmmm. They had been in continuous
bliszard & for days, the weather wee m really miserable up in the interior, cold and strong
winds, smow, and no visiBility at alls During this kind of a situation it is impessible to
navigate exeept by some radic mesns, They had radio compzsses on the tractors so they were
using this as a means of getting back to the base before the first of May. Whenever they
got & chance they would take a sum sight to try to fix their position more accurately but
the last several days of their journey they had been in cloud all the times They were
travelling at night because apparently they could see the surface a little better with their
lights on than they could in the daytime when they had nothing but normal daylight. I men-
tioned earlfer this problem of the white-out. Vhen you get an mmesky overcast sky over
the ige sheet it diffuses the light so that you get absolutely no shadows; you san't see
where the horizon is and you see no featwres on the surface. You make walk over zastrugi
that is two or three feet high and never see it, just stumble over it.

S0, here they were, this big party and these heavy tracters and sleds coming down the
lang slope & hmmmmmatmmmmmm.um. They were

coming down s elight grade so they could make their maximum speeds, when suddenly they ran

ly thing thet kep tiom from falling down into the erevasse vas the sleds i
TN \
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themselves which would still be on the solid surfaces You can imagine the jolt——the
fright—-that you'd get riding along bwmum in one of these big tractors and suddenly

dropping into & pit. The miraculous thing was that none of them broke entirely threugh,

that is, they were hanging on the sides and no one wes hurt, but they got a terrific banging

.i
around, Dok There they were in the middle of the night, a terrific blissard on and the
trastors all falling through these big holes, It must have been a very frightening situation
ﬁﬂ“ﬁ“ﬂhmh*ﬂﬂ#ﬂ“hﬂﬂﬁ
tractor wouldn't fall on dewn into the crevasse, Some of these crevasses could be well over
100 feet deep and gradually tapering to a point so that if the tractor ever fell it was just
hopeless, or Af a man fell he wuld be wedged in scmewhere X at an unimown depth.

Sop they waited until daylight, the blizzard was still on and they still couldn't see
anything so they just had to sit it out hanging on the edge of this damned bottowdkss pit.
Finally the weather cleared enough so the chief of the base flew in—ihey were only about
50 jilometers from their destinstion--and by much painstaking surveying they decided on the
way that they would try to get out of this areas So theyimmk took all the men out of these
sleds and with enly the tractor driverthey—apparently the theory wes that you should go
over these crevasses at meximum speed, if you went slowly the vibration would weaken the

grevasse and you were likely to fall through right in the middle of it which would be ab-—

solutely fatal, but with maximum speed even though the bridge broke you would usu.lly be

far encugh over so that the momentum would carry you the rest of jooddmy the way, This was
the theory angwaye It didn't work too well because they kept brealdng through, but not
fatellye I have pictures of that scene, it is quite drammtic., This is not exceptional, it

48 just ene of the hagards that faces any people travelling in the interior.



they had o little band thers, a little orchestrs
One of the funniest men at the base was Semyen

o is & Very experienced one who had held = muber of free baloon

n as a passenger in free balloons studying air cwrrents and
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'  into the borders of Afghanistan, o tremendous flight, wonderiul to
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a very meng I think he was & little bit shy about his sppearance but
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. either before the movie started or if the movie happened

 whiieh wasn®t wncommon, Sesyon would wisesrack sbout it and oftentimes

hﬂm“ﬂﬂlh Incidentally, he was my principal
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And every day Socioor the first order of the day was hﬂﬂﬁ
 seotien and advise hin on which films he could see, He hod fm two main criteria, one, it
._Jmmh color; two, if possible it should be in cinemsseope and, three, if it was a

I

*-MMWmimihtthathumuldgﬂ. He went with im some of the others at

g gm to see "iar and Peace", that is our version of "Wapr and Pezce" and I was quite

 pleased to have a favorable comment from them, They were entirely frank and said there yoexmg
L 7; ,

3 - were meny differences from Tolstol but 1t still was o demned good movies

Also he went to see Jomes Dean in "Rebel without Cause” which was showing in Adelaide,

the time, He was im tremendously imgmmmenc impressed by this movie even theugh

. . a1t follow the subtleties of the conversations.

b of thds is due to the fact that they seem &t to have a kind of morbid interest in
N
S , I think this grows out of the heavy mempg propagenda line which

! -- y soclal problems in the capitalistic countries but there is no doubt that he




