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Remarks by Ge D. Cartwright for Mr. Beverly Smith, Jr., of the Saturday Evening Pest

Further details of the trip from Capé Town to Mirny.

By the second day out I was getting accustomed to the ship and the sea. XEOgEENGE
Mlmwﬂutlmluwmthmhlhnddm-nfmm#uﬂh‘n
small boats in the Pacifie. Hn,unpmﬁhn,ltukmm:rMﬂl-l
day even though the sea was still moderate and I sk apparently was getting along well.
The food was so different, however, that I seldom had a vigorous apetite and it was

sometimes a bit of a chore to eat a reasonable amount.

mmuwmﬂmmwmmﬂmﬂnunmrwm
by it or into it but I wasn't nearly overcome. It seems that the plumbing system was old;
the ship was 27 years old, and could not handle toilet paper, consequently, the used tollet
r#ﬁ‘limlitﬂinllnllumnthiﬂﬁnfthlm. This was b &k bit

hard on me whenever my stomach was a bit uneasy.

The ship was a £& 5600 ton diesel passenger vessel having first, second and third

¢class staterooms and accommodating about 150 passengers plus crew. She was usedxmm by

the Northern Sea Routes Administration, a large transport group which presumably supplied

the logistics for much of the Soviet Union's operations in the Arctie. I believe she was

German-built but I'm not absolutely sure about this. I do remember that the diesel

engines were of a German manufacture.

The main dining room was on our deck just aft of the staterocoms and sewved by a amall

a secondary

kitchen which connected with/kmoomdx kitehen by dumb waiter. The main kitchen apparently

was farther aft and food had to be carried across a short space of open deck, down a long

passageway, up the stairs and back into the mhk main dining room; a very inconveniemt



Cape Town to Mirmy Page 2
arrangement, especially during periods of bad weather. I often watehed two of the hapx
stewards lugging a big pot of hot soup across the pitehing,sea-swept decks and wendered
how they managed.

It was on the third day, I believe, when they said there would be a party that night
to welcome the new member of the expedition. I never looked forward to these parties,
partly because I didn't like to drink heavily and at this stage I felt very insecure in
speaking Russian and not at all sure just what I should say. Nevertheless, the plans went
forward with the usual enthusiasm which the Russians seem to have for parties. About xix§
6130 Mr. Kunyn told me we would go to the Captain's cabin first. So, I put on my best &k
sult, tie, white shirt and went with him at 7 o'clock. The small table in the Captain's
eabin was loaded with quite attractive looking dishes, red and hlack caviar, cheese and ham,
a salad, fruit and, of course, many bottles.

The Captain was in fact a light drinker but he always had a good rangs of drinks from
“Hﬁﬂﬂ“ﬂldﬂn.ﬂhﬂn%—nﬂh,m.mn
champagne and so on. The little party followed the pattern which I came to know intimately.
mmi_ltth-Mthm-uhnummmtuth-nun There were
H“Hﬂ.ﬂlnfm&r-dhhuimnmnnndlmhngﬂﬂw. The Captain,
I believe, made the first toast. l;h-tmm-mm.mmd, Kuyn spoke
umhwﬂnﬂmnhm-umr-whutumutn-mnm

drunk. HIMJMI“I“IJ#‘&--thmmdptnphuurhhukhmdudlpr-ad

nﬂh-mm-fum,mmhwlmuunt it after the drink. I was a bit
eoncerned over my ability to stay with these men in what seemed to me like what was likely
to be a pretty rugged evening. I didn't want to offend them; I didn't want to "let the side

down® as 1t were, but I was really more concerned that I should become incapacitated and



voyage to Antarctica. It was considered bad taste not to drink the whole drink when a toast
M#MMIM::H.“I‘H!Mtutimthatmnfthuhnwwmm'
whole toasts This was the exception but it often applied to the Captain., This was under-
since

standable xkmm he was, in fact, always on duty so long as the ship was at sea and as he told
me later, he felt as the host it was excusable since if anyone should be sober at the end of
the party it was the host since he had the responsibility for ensuring that the rest of the
guests were properly taken care of.

Then Dr. Shumslky, I believe, mme proposed a toast, repeating the welcoming words and
wishing me a successful scientific year and expressing their pleasure at having the possi-
bility of working with an American scientist. I appreciated his remarks because somehow I
felt they were completely sincere, not that I had any doubts about what the Captain said
but somshow Shumsky's phrasing, as well as I understood it, appealed to me. Incidentally,
Kunyn} who sat beside me, helped on the lnterpretation wherever he felt I >ommk wasn't
getting the sense or where I asked him to elear up a point.

1 worried as to how® I would phrase my own toast and when I should make it. This was

always a problem; I dkswkk often found difficulty in deciding what was appropriate to say,

having such a limited command of the language and overawed m by the wonderful ease with which

{__\‘;Ewmm to put their words together. It was rare when you found a Russian who

ldn't, en the spur of the moment, mske a pleasant statement or propose a warm, often

Rl i
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elaborate toast. After I proposed my toast I remember Kunyn urging me to eat—eat, eat,
you mst eat, you must eat. He seemed to appreciate the positien I was in and was anxious

that I should get through the evening with flying colors apparently. As I said, I was not
completely easy with him at thatk time but we later became very good friends and I learned
to respect him very mmuch, to love his vast sense of humor and amazing ability with the
English language. But that was to coms, my suspicions and prejudices were still quite
strong, I had very much the feeling of being on guard.

After about an hour during which the Captain played seme modern music, jazz, on his
rather good phonograph, someone finally said "We must go to the restaurant, everyone is
waiting.," I was feeling a little light headed by the time we got up to leave and wondered
how much more of this I could stand. I suppose we had had four straight drinks—vodka,
cognae, or whatever seemed to be appropriatey-by the time we left the Captain's eabin.

The restaurant looked very attractive with the tables especialyy decorated, each one with
its qwta of bottles—vodka, champagne, cognac. These were, in fact, the three standard
drinks on prectically every party. The men were all standing as we came in, The group of
leaders that I was with broke up into two tables and the men sat down. There was a I few

minutes of that slight tension, the bottles were all opened and drinks poured. This time

Dr. Shumsky made the first toast. It was a rather long one but as clearly as I understood

At I appreciated it. i He spoke about the broad objestives of the IGY and the eooperation

between various countries in the Antaretic program dw and the opportunity they had to work

elosely with an American scientist., He wished the expedition a successful year and hoped

that I, too, would profit and enjoy the work together, I felt it desireable to respond to

this toast at once rather than walting wntil others had toasted and also because I wasn't sure

eSS
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how much more I could stand and still stand.
This was my first toast before the whole growp. I felt completely inadequate. There

were many things I would like to have said but felt I eouldn't. Finally I apologized for
my weskness in Russian which I hoped to overcome with their help. I thanked Dr. Shumsky
for his kind worde and then sald that if they would excuse me I would continue in English
and ask Mr. Kunyn to translate. They didn't seem to mind seeing that I had tried and ax said

a few words, which they always enjoyed kmmmum because it showed interest and was oftentimes
amusing to hear a fordigner speak Russian, I don't think many of them had often heard this.
The chuekled, I am sure, at my choice of words and peeuliar accent.

So I carried on in English telling a little bit about the mrrangements for my being
there and how I shared Dr. Shumsky's views that through this internatienal collaboration
sponsored under the IGY we could learn a great deal more than if we undertook these things
separately. And I closed by expressing the desire that our life together in the Antarctie
would be pleasant and profitable on both sides.. There were two or three other toasts from
“HWﬂhhﬁthmWhmwhhmﬂrmﬂtﬂtﬂ:m
M““.ﬂhﬂuﬂﬂwmmlmnchltitmalmnimalihllhkﬂp
up with it and I realized I never would unless I took urgent precautions. But somehow I

managed through the evening—I'"m not quite sure how, but I was ablt to get back to themx cabin

k and the next day able to be wp and about with the rest of them. This pleased the Russians

and I felt I had gotten over the first medw¥ hurdle successfully.

We were now getting into the strong westerlies which become the Roaring Forties and as

the windes picked wp my difficulty seemed to increase. Also we were approaching the lew

Yearts celebration. I didn't look forward te this at all since many of them told with
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great glee how big a celebration this was going to bes Having seen » mmxkk comparatively
small and dignified celebration I was somewhut apprehensive. It tumed out that by the
31st of December we were whll into the Roaring Fortlies and in a very vigorous parts I had
never seen such Amm tremendous waves, Several of us more adventmmous types were on deck

as mach of the time as it was safe to be on deck and there were lots of friendly arguments

about the force of the wind and the height of the waves, Of course they carried on regular
weather observations throughout the voyage, including the rxdwmxxm regular relsase of
radiosende balloons to get upper wind and tempersture data,

There wasn't extremely heavy rains with these winde, in fact, on cme day the sky wms
virtually clear but the waves were absolutely frighteming. I was sure they were higher than
the ship had ever encountered and wondered whether she would survive. This was, I suppose,
common with anyone who hasn't been through such an experience. Also, we were very heavily
loaded with deck cargo which tends to make & ship wnstable and she rolled at an alarming
speed and to such & degree that I x often wondered about it, I remsmber one aftermcong
sitting on the very narrow deck just behind the restawrsnt with feet firmly braced against
the wall in the little vicker chairs wedged in between stanchions so they wouldn®t slide
from one side of the ship to the other as she rolled and I could searcely believe that the
ship eauld ride these waves: We were salling almost parallel to them so that they approsched
us on the beam. & When we were a trough the waves surely were 60 feet high, towering well
above, it seemed to me, the highest part of the ship., As they rolled toward us I falt every
time that she would never rise, that the wave would just rell right over us. But, of course,
they didn *t, exoept in ane or two instanses when caught in & partiowlar kind of swell with
possibly the wave breaking at the wrong time several of them did wash steaight across the

ship, the gunwales and all submerged in foaming green water. This scared me so much that T

finally thought I'd better go inside. Dabistxik
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1 didn" like the way they made the beds. They had net only two pillows but a g big
wedge which tended to raise your head rather high. I was always always asccustomed to
sleeping almost flat in a bed with a small pillow, So I at firet tried to take this
tuummhw:hnnminhth-nmﬂmnumzr-ium,”
wise, mximmu since we slept across the ship you'd be virtually standing on your hesd when
the ship rolled and sliding against the bulkhead with a terrifie bang. During the night
you often heard things coming adrift and crashing inte the bulkhead, pecple jumping w.
Kuym always smmsmsk seemed to be concerned with these tiings, running out in the night to
correct some situation. He seemed to have such an important role to play that I was sure
this was because he was same special agent in a sense and he always talked about his boys.
I later found out he was in charge of the enstruction crew and took direct control over
thess younger chaps who were going down just for the summer period to finish the building
of the base. I mention this just to illustrate the effect that prejudices can hawe on your
Judgement .

Well, § because of the heavy storm it was decided that we would postpene the New Tear's
eslebration until we got into quieter waters—postpone the formal celebration I should say
because they just couldn't resist having parties. Each cabin seemed to get a certain amount
of liquor and I was bedng dragged from ene cabin to another—that is I would have been if I
hadn't protested with the utmost of vigor. Bykk this time I was just on the very verge of
being seasick, After dinner we went up into the lounge—overstuffed &x chairs and tables
for playing chess and checkers—-I found sitting wp there trylng to sarry on a conversation
very wmerving and gradually the feeling of nauwsea took hold in earnest. 5o, I went back

to my cabin Skimy thinking I would Sikm lie down, Some of the pilots caught sight of me

L



Cape Town to Mirny Page 8
and dragged me off to their cabin where they had some wine—red champagne it was. I wouldn't
admit I was seasick and said I'd prefer not but they wouldn't hear of this so they began to
puurnuhthnghuunfnhlmmamddﬂnkitminmwmmww
or choecalate or sausage or enything they happened to have in their eabin. After a cowple
of these the Captain came in and they insisted that he drink with him, following which he
insisted that we go wp to his cabin, Before we managed that I had to rush off to thet
terrible-smelling, stinking toilet where I got rid of a mixture of meat and drink and fruit
and staggered back to the cabin and started all over again., The Captain's cabin was crowded
with people having = great time, the ship lurching at all angles, tiommmk throwing people
down. I got m back on to the divan where I could brace my feet and sort of hold on to the

table.

The toasting continued. Everyone was quite gay, amxdous to toast me and teo have me

toast them, After each drink I seemed to m be able to make it to the Gaptain's toilet and

get rid of the stuff, I have always had great difficulty in wmixk vomiting and after two

or three sessions of this my throat was raw and pretty hoarse. So, as soon as I = eould

of
possibly break away I struggled back to the cabin and went to bed feeling I had all/m the

New Yearts celsbration and the Russians that I could possibly stand and wishing thoroughly

that I was back out of this situation.

As soon xxxmm the seas quieted down a little bit and as soon as people recovered from
the actual New Year's Bay they had the big celebration—— and it was a big celebration, It
was held in the x mix main dining room for the members of the expedition and went along at

a terrific pace. One of the biologlsts, an extremely sharp fellow with a satirie tonge, yet

a very keen sense of humor, had written a lot of anecdotes and special messages wileh he
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read over the microphone to the delight and hilarity of everyone. Of course I had to say
something over the microphone and managed somehow even though I was getting pretty foggy
about what was going on. Then, afber a & couple of howrs of this everyone adjourned to
the musical salon where they little band they had organized on the way tock over. There
was daneing and singing, everybody having a merry time ., I don't dance and didn't particularl)
look forward to this sort of thing. Then one of the young sailors corraled me and dragged
me up on the next deck where some of the crew——I guess they were technieians, radio men,
tractor drivers and things like that of m the expedition-—were having their party. “‘l
was no separation between these—no rigid separation—it was just a matter of space. Ome
of the boys was playing an accordion and all the women members of the crww were having a
wonderful time. A big strong Russian girl of about 20, oh maybe about 24, was playing, an
honest looking girl, hhe seemed quite light hearted, suddenly caught my arm and the next
thing I knew I was whirling around that deck like mad.

Fortunately she was, as I say, a big strong girl and I didn't have anything to do but
hold en, Domgymmt Everybody got a tremendous bang out of this—so did I when we wound wp
against the bulkhead, But it helped to relikeve the sense of tension. When we got back down
in the main musical salon she repeated the performance; what with the carpeting on the floor
all rumpled up, the rolling k of the ship, fmmmmx too much aleohol, and a pair of heavy
Navy boots on 1 couldn't possibly have done worse but she seemed to like it as did all the

others—taking pictures 1ike mad. PFinally the night ended and wverybody got to bed before

dawn I suppose,

Well, these things are tough but they somehow helped to break down the barriers and

the next few days there were lots of comments about our parties and people chuckled over some
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of the things that happened,

We were now moving into the colder part of the voyage. There is what is called the
"Antarctic Convergence”, which is a rather irregular line stretching more or less continu-

ously around the Antaretic seas and a moderately sharp boundary between the subtropical
airs to the North and the colder Antaretic or sub-Antapctic air on the continent side of
the lines 5o everyone began to blossom out in one kind or another of their Antaretic
elothing. Several of the members who were mors interested in English and had some ability
in speaking English would get together with me almost every day to have little conversatimms
in BEnglish and I in Russian. This was, of course, very helpful and it was helpful in a
practical and it xx also began to build the friendships which were to prove so satisfying
during the course of the expddition. Unfortunstely, two or three of this smell group only
stayed the summer and I was very sorry to seem them leave as the ships departed. One in
mmm,':':mmm I found him wonderful comfort because
3.m-mmmm-u-dtnm1tnrrr1¢t.rmummmmﬂn¢. He
was a geologist but it twwmed out that there was so little exposed rock in the area in which
the expedition was working that there wasn't too mich for him to do so he didn't stay.,

The chief selsmologist, Fyedsenko, I belisve, also was rather goed at English and
enjoyed talking about books and selence and was quite helpful in correcting my miserable
Russian, There were from tims to time little parties but people were now looking forward
with keen anticipation to sesing the Antaretic for the first time. They did have several
seientific meetings on board which I found extremely interesting. I couldn't follow the

diseussion directly so Kunyn or one of the English-spealing chaps, Karasick, would interpret

during these sessions,

- il Gl
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The thing x that impressed me right al the km outset was the freedom of discussion that

seemad to prevail. I found these meetings very much like similar mu meetings in the United

States. This was one of my many prejudices which I gradually lost as &k my association and

knowledge grew. I don't mean to suggest that they are just as demoeratic and free as we are
but gertainly in these scientific matters there was an unhibited exchange, W‘Ml:
some of them quite pointed and sharp, others put in the humorous vein but still with a lot
of sense, not simply a joke. These discussions helped very much to get a betier grasp of

the program because there § usually was a review of the program before the questions and

arguments started.

gk Also I did go to some of the movies. In the $irst part of the voyage during the
warm weather they were held on deck but this socon became impossible and we moved into amne
of the sort of salons—glassed in salons——on the wing of the ship. lNost of the movies I
thought were pretty poor. One in particular was the story of = g young i worker in an
automobile forging plant. He was all mixed up; in love with a sturdy-looking young engineer,
a girl about 22, ocbviously keen and very progressive, that is in sympathy with the ideas of
the state, but the propaganda line was so clear and the human side of the story, or the
mdmmummtmwdmm-mumwrﬂw

with the film and shook their head in disgust.

The cme ploture that did appeal to me, however, wes a perfectly superdb version of
1
"Iwelfth Night.," I was to see this several times and ik never became tired of it. The
cast was extremssly well chosen and the setting marvelous—in the Caucasus somewhere, with

&h old eastle apparently the pockemifx prineipal locale. All the actors were outstanding,
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T came to see several of them in other quite different roles and was surprised at thelr
pange of abilities. The girl who played the part of—I ean't think of the name at the
moment~—was actually = beautiful blonde girl. This girl was the only Russian pin-up I saw
all the time I was in Antarctie and then only a very attmactive view of her face taken frem

the"Twelfth Night" film, She was fairly well known as an xkke actress but I don't think I

saw her in any other pictures but this onec.

We were all looking forward to the first iceberg and suddenly one day there was a big
commotion, everybody mwomg running from their cabins, grabbing cameras. It was rather
distant but a lot of pictures were taken, This scene was repeated many times and I hesitate
to say how meny hundreds, even thousands, of pictures of icebergs were taken., I took a
pretty good share of these, When you go back and look at them you feel you wasted a lot
of film, They don't all look alike but thare is encugh similarity and their megnificence
is frequently lost on the film, Most of these bergs are what they call the teble iceberg,
which is Just a huge, flat, almost uniformly flat slab of ice. Some of them have been kmown
to measure almost 100 miles in length. We never saw any of this magnitude but some of them
were of pretty staggering propoertions, Some towar out of the water possibly 200 feet which
means that they must have roughly 1,000 or 1,200 feet beneath the surface, Then there were
the old bergs which had been travelling maybe o year or more, very much eroded by the waves
and soms of the beautifully carved into caslles and grottoes and so on. When the seas were
high these ones wilch had bread underwater "foots™ as they are called, would emuse the waves
%o rush against the side and break in a gorgeous plume of white surf which sometimes would
=m shoot as high as the iceberg itselr,

Some of the more elaborate shapes it seems are due to the fact that as this erosien by

the waves goes on and the melting undernesth proceeds, the barg gets mmm tophesavy -nd
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turns over then you see Quite extraordinary shapes. The storms seemsd to be less in these
areas, the ship rode quite comfortsbly. Finally, Just before we reached the ice pask

everyone had o great thrill whem an IL-12 alreraft from the base flew out to gl w our

first weleoome, This was quite an exeiting experience. We were still 500 or 600 mdles off
the continent and it was apparmntly just an effort to make us feel weloome and possibly to

got a lttle fwrther information about the best route through the ice pack.

The ice pack is an almost continuous belt of drifting ice which in susmer lies off the
edge of the continent as much as several hundred kilometers, its outer edge being uwswally

500 to 700 kilometers from the edge of the Barrder. So it is a idnd of white belt of ice

ringing most of the continent. Somwetimes it is extremely difficult to get through, depending
on the way the wind has packed the large jimmtmxx® pieces of ice together. 5o, the problem
is to find leads and breaks or weak spots in tihds pack.

- It wms clear that the Cooperatsis couldn't force herm way through this peck alme so
we were met by the bigger, heavier ship—heavier and more powerful ship——Ob. She apparently
approached some time during the night and we awekened the next morning with grest excitement
begause we were slready in the pack, We could tell this even without going outside because
©ne of the things which the k pack does 1s to calm the waters, The ice, of ccurse, keeps
the wind from asting on the water and wnless there is a very severe storm which tends to
break the pack wp the seas are almost flat. Also we were getting out &m of the Forties and
h““““ﬂ“ﬂfﬁ_-nthtuﬂﬂm-t:l.-n.rmthlr
Seenad to be comparatively Light although, of course, Lhey can be very strong. 5o, frem
Shen on wntil we actuslly reached the base war we were never trowled by storms or rough

Seas, Oftentimes we proceeded quite slowly. The pack was fairly tight. Ob had to seareh

oub the weaker spots and foree its way through with the Cooperatsia following.
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It wasn't long before we saw owr first seals suining themselves and sleeping on the
drifting pans of ice. And then, to the delight of everycne, the little Adelie penguins.
On seeing the ship they all mmxhm rushed to the nearest side of the pan and then as the
siip approached they all rushed back away from us, squawking and flapping their wings.
Sxmxywont Everybedy on deck snapping pictures as fast as they eould.

It was clear we were certainly very near the ¢ontinent now. Ais we approached ecloser
to the base the ice became contimous; it had breaks in it but these were in comparison to
the wbroken areas, in the minority. 5o here Ob had to m search out the channel by whieh
she hod come away from the buse. These channels shift and close depending on the movement
of the ice under the x influence of both wind and current. The last day was very slow geing,
We had already sighted the continent wmmmggim the day before, gleaming, low down on the
horizen in the brilliant sun. It was hard to tell that it was a continent; it looked very
much like a soft cloud—a think layer of cloud—but if you looked through glasses you could
see the shadows of higher clouds on the surface. IIm, it was no dowbt, this was Antarctica;
a & real thrill to see it for the first time.

On the 10th of January n were in sight of the base through glasses——just a few little
brown spots way down on the horizon sgainst the white gleaming ice sheet. At 10 o'elock at
night after weaving our way in and out of the ice, occasional¥y finding spots of open water

the Captain shut off the engines, There was Mirny about a kilometer distant, Ob pulled wp
several hundred yards to the west of us, She would, in the course of the next few days,
break a more suitable berth but this was where we stopped for the moment, The big xx ship

mmnlwlthﬂhunutnﬂatth-bﬂthlmﬂmmlha.dutitnnt-hi!

white, mbroken surface of ice.



Soon & ladder vas lowered over the side of the Ob and 10 op 12

and & new set of problems, The next
HAL Mgt tavaral of wur man went ssheve

| een my room which they said was very niee and when was I
I assumed I should wait until the chief told me to

6 & matter of seversl days before everything vas in order. I'd like bo

‘1dttle further on the next side of this tape.

End of Side 1



