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Lis le A. Rose:
Explorer The Li fe of  Riehard E. Byrd
Universi ty of  Missour i  press,  CoLumbra and London ,  20Og

l i :  
Universi ty of  Columbia pr

acknowreasmeni 
_to.  i l  .nonyrnou:" :" : j : , , ; ; " . r : " ,  erarerul

support  of  the publ icat i ; ;  ; ; ' " ; ; : : : , . :?: :"_ eenerous srant inussisted u"_r ian th is volume. 
oursranding minu"". ipt"  n""

rn an interview 'vvi th The Anet- ican Experience:
nL:O:/ / , r , . \^F*. l )bS, i r l ,a/Wqpt; ; .arneX_,. :SS:_:--_r:Lu_jr_l l - , : : i__g_:: t_ l r t le. , , : : - : -_q, : -_, :e! : i  

tOje!_:- : t : t ! :L! :

Mr. Rose says :  , ,Whethr
the g"oJt; 'pnj . .  northei:  l "  (rrvrd)-actualry got toanorher marrer. r o;;;i-ffi i lu niJ"jr!1" rhe'sioue is
On page I4Z of  th is book ,  NIr .  Rose wri tes:  , ,?oclaim that the two a*"r i "un,  r" i i "c to reach thetop of the worLd i s 

" 
i*pf V wr ong . ,,

Mr '  Rose puts for th no proof that  Byrd reached theNorth pole,  but  j .n orJ. ,  to , ,prove,,  
that  he did,  he

S:f : i l : ; .persons 
who knew the i rut i , ,  mainty Bernt

3:i"f : i ] :- : :3";: :H": ' .  Rose,s ef f  orts ro smear



Page 113. "BaLchen f lew for many hours over the
North Polar ice scape, hundreds of  mi les f rom help
should he himsel f  qo down. "
Re ference ?

113. "Thereafter,  the young f l ier  considered
himsel f  an expert  on porar aviat ion and a top-notch
pi lot .  "
Reference? Mr.  Rose never met Bernt  Balchen.

1-17: t'At this momeriL -.Balehe+jeegan t+ eRdear .
h imsel f  to the Americans., ,
Balchen worked on orders f rom Amundsen. rn a ret ter
dated January 30, 1950, Amundsen's second- in-
command Hjalmar Ri iser Larsen wrote to Louis
Ruppel,  Edi tor  of  col l . ier ,  sr  , ,Byrd had lot  1 s ic )  of
t roubres wi th his skis and asked Amundsen i f  anyone
in his company courd herp him. Amundsen and r
discussed the matter,  and we picked out Bernt
Balchen as the best one for the job,  which he
f in ished to Byrd,s great sat isf  act ion. , ,
Amundsen and Errsworth had inspected Byrd,s s led
and found i t  to be in bad snape. Amundsen asked
Ferd. R. Ar i rd,  the expedi t ion's carpenter,  i f  he
could make a better s led for Byrd,  which he did,
assisted by Barchen and others.  (Ar i ld;  carpenter
at  svalbard,  Norsk Luft far tsmuseum ,  Bod,o tg-gg. t

118: An aside: Mr.  Rose has.missper led carr  Ben
Eielson.

r24: "Balchen f i rst  pubr ic ly raised his own doubts(whether Byrd had reached the North pore) in 195g,
thir ty years af ter  Bennett ,  s death and a year af terByrd died. ' ,
whi le Balchen was stat ioned in the pentagon in theear ly 1950's,  Byrd made r i fe so miserabre for  h imthat he decided to come out wi th the t ruth,  butByrd died before he could do so. on october 13,
1953, dur ing the eirgr image of  the Air  p ioneer.s atKi t ty Hawk, N.c. ,  Byrd took Balchen to the s ide:



' r  am going to let  you know that what you have been
gett ing and are g.et t ing has got €o sLop [he meant , ,
pubr ic i ty l .  r  am demanding and r  am order ing you ro
stop this at  once and forever.  Do not ever
ber i -eve for a moment that  r  wirr  stand for beinq
stepped upon by you. '
Balchen papers.
After thar,  Byrd would carr  Barchen r-n the middle
of the night and even when he was wait ing for  a
fr ight  ar  rdrewird Airport .  The tapes can be found

--at the Byrd..Potr+r Research eenter-,  The Oirto State
Universi ty,  Columbia.

L26 -  "rn a 1999 terevis i -on interview, Bess Balchen
urbahn rei terated her rate husband, s insistence
that barnstorming around the country wi th Bennett . . . , ,
Mr.  Rose didn' t  pay at tent ion:  Not barnstorming,
but an around the country tour for  the Guggenheim
Foundat ion.  However,  i t  was on a t r ip to i inaaathat Bennett  to ld Balchen the truth.
Also,  Bdlchen was my former,  not  my rate husband.

126. According to
boldly raised the
ft  was Bennett  who

Mrs. Urbahn, her late husband
matter wi th Bennett . . . , ,

confessed to BaLchen.

r27 :  "According to Rawl j -ns,  Grovenor and his staf  f'der iberately doctored'  Byrd,s navlgat ion report .Rawl ins went so. far  as to craim that he had
'obtai-ned elsewhere (presumably f rom Balchen) acopy of  Byrd's or ig inai  report  proving that he andBennett  had not reached th;  pole.  ,

Rawl ins,  report  was publ ished in 2000 ,  27 yearsafter Balchen's death.
Barchen's rog from his f l ights in the JosephineFord with F10yd Bennett  1 t i ights made for theGuggenheim Foundat ion) is in the Library ofcongress.  r t  shows an average of  7g mires per hour.With ski  landing gear,  the n.r t  the plane couldaverage was 6g mph. The distance from spi tsbergen
to the pole is roughly 1550 mi les.



IZB. , ,Nine years Iate_r i  Byrd,s longt ime. associateand sometime cr i t ic  Char les , ly ,  Murphy, wrot€ that'when r  was special  Assistant s imultaneously tobot 'h (  u.  s .  Ai ;  Force )  secrerary Finlet ter  & the Airchief  of  Sraf f  ,  Vandenb"; ; ; - i r i .n0= 
of  mine aswett ,  f  d iscovered rhar t ; ;  ; lg l  command of  the AirForce was 

_fed up with galcherr ]=rn" 
crA hadcomplained of  n is i .nf i " . r" l ion= and the Assistanr

iil:;:'.':',iioo5i';:i:F';;';;:. Ba,chen reported
I f  th is had been an" 

:ase, i t  woul_d show inBalchen,s 2OI f i le,  whicn i t  does not.
72e: , ,Balchen,s in i t ia l ,  charge 

i?:11::  Byrd hinged
iff:.itff:i3 :il:nffn" o"t'""n himserr unJ-nroyo
Ford on 

"'-;;;.;;=*i3:, i: ' :  r lvins 
.the rosephinecorey ioJo:";;::.#:i:::"":"":i!*::i; 

r,;:,":". onmaking rhe srory *oi :_oou*ui i" . ]  rhough Batchenl ':i:"frl,f;1i".:*: :1" 
trurh, 

_whicn 
Bennetr hadCanada. 

,_r_-v urr(= Ewo \ , i /ere fJ-y ing fotXeis to

129: , ,Who knew what was in *L^ _,  .mindzi i  
-  'D"ew wrrdE was in the dying man,s fever ish

See the above.

L29: , ,BalcheDr _dl ld. . .other-s . .  
^ , . r { ; ;_- .  _of rai . ru ie and f  raud, , : r=; ,  cohcocted varying ta j .esWhat , ,varying a" i"" i ;

1.29 t  , ,As their  b i t ternthe years, Balch"; -;;;"i;d::X?il:"iffT:::*:"..
suscept ib le to a1l  ih"  skept ic ismlevel-ed by 

""..",io'.;;;" 
=::l_.i:1 

"*- and- .ri;;;i"*
r r ighi  1, , - t  

contemporary . r i t i . "  
-o ' t

what does M: 
the 1926 Polar

I.. '".,,1I ;i;. i l i i5';: about Ba.r.chen,s reerinssr
the success of  rhe r .ur ,"  

angry that .Byrd;_; ; ; .  
owedf r ights to him, could atut lant ic 

and s"r in"rJr"
reat him the !{ay he did,



130. , ,But Balchen knew of anci  shoul ,d -have
ackowledged Byrd's insistence that he and Bennett
had been airborne nearry s ixteen hours,  because the
Norwegian at  some point  obtained and kept a copy of
a document t i t led , ,Navigat ion Report  of  FI ight  to
Pole" s igned by Byrd,  which was the formal report
submit ted to the Nat ional  Geographic society. , ,
where is proof that  Barchen had such a repoi t l
The Norwegian journar ist  odd Arnesen wired his
newspaper Af tenposten f  rom spi tsbergen: , ,Byrd over
crossbay af ter  f i f teen and one-ha1f hours f ry ing;
ten mi.nutes later the two pirots landed in 96oo
shape. pirots insisted to have been at  the pole,
but judging by the t ime away doubt having been
there .  "

135: , ,Froesch got back to Barchen some days rater
with the concrusion that courd onry have L. .n
discouraging to Barchen i  , ,T have looked over the
North pole f l ight  data of  rhe Josephine Ford which
you lef  t  wi th me and f  ind nothing wrong with i t .  , ,
rn fact ,  th is corroborated Barchen,s f indings,

136- " . . -one of  Barchen's earr- iest  scandinavian
champions, Gssta H. Li I jeguj .st ,  insisted in anart ic le two years 1ater in a prest ig ious
internat ional  aviat ion journal  that  the Josephine
ford must h4ve. b-een as under:powered as ealchln
c laimed . , ,

No reference. Li l jequist  and Barchen met only once.Professor Harard sverdrup, president of  the
Norwegi-an porar society,  in i t iated the meet ing.  r ttook place on February 27, rg57 at  the home of theswedish professor Hans Ahlmann, dD Arct ic exprorerof  note.  Ahlmann had i -nvi ted Li l  jeguist ,  and askedt i r jequist  to make a srudy of  nyio,s f l ighr.
why didn' t  Rose include r , i r  juguist  ,  s f  indings ?Li l jequist  concrudes: "r t  r . ru id seem appropr iate
that a commit tee of  aeronaut ical  and *. l "o iorogical
experts be given access to the f l ight  rog and al l



avai lable data to study the quest ion whether in

actual f act he di-d t.-.th rt'ht* Po'Le':-/r-

But there is no f l ight  log'

In the spr ing of  1957, Bdlchen was approached by

E.P. Dutton & Co.,  Inc. ,  the publ isher,  about

wri t ing a biography with Co::ey Ford as ghostwri ter .

Af ter the t reatment Byrd ha<i  subjected him to,

Balchen had decided to come out wi th the t ruth

about Byrd's f l ight  north.  Though Byrd died before
the--b'66k--ebUllJ""bd"pu'b-1isttell ll.* vras- agteed' among the
three part ies that  the t ruth shott ld be told.  The
book had been pr inted when 1:he Elyrd group got news
of i t .  Dutton, Ford and Balchen were threatened
with law sui ts by the Byrd fami ly and fr iends.
Dutton decided to destroy the f i rst  edi t ion.

f  39.  , ,Balchen had more than one ax to gr ind.  Not
only did he come to dis l ike Byrd,  but jo in ing Byrd
so quickly af ter  Amundsen's departure for  the pole
also ident i f ied him with an American tr iumph over
his home country of  Norway. One way to remain on
good terms with his fe l low Norwecl j -ans -  who
immediately expressed skept.Lcism over the American
claim -  was to agree that Byrd,  in fact ,  had not
reached the pole f i rst  by a:Lr,  t :herefore giv ing the
tr iumph over to Amundsen. "
This is pure speculat ion.

140. , ,Bennett  never indicated to anyone else that
he and Byrd had not reached the pole.  Indeed, he
wrote his own account of  the f l ight  that
corroborated Byrd's report ,  publ ishing i t  just
short ly before the al leged confession to Balchen.. .
The only man who could corroborate or refute
Balchen's c la ims, f i rst  made publ ic in the late
1950s, was Floyd Bennett ,  who had been dead for
thir ty years.  "
Balchen's c la ims were
1950'  .  The Byrd group
North,  see above.

not made publ ic in the late
stoppr:d publ icat ion of  Come



Balchen would not.have come out wi th the,  t ruth
about Byrd's f l ight ,  oo matEer what Floyd Bennett
had told him, i f  i t  weren' t  for  Byrd's const.ant
persecut ion,  abetted by a group of  f r iends. OnIy

after Balchen's death did let ters f rom Byrd to
var ious f r iends come to l ight .  In a memorandum to
James E. I " looney, dated November L2, 1953, Byrd
wrote:  , ,Ever s ince Balchen has been working with
Americans he has been a t ra i tor  to whose 1 s ic )  wi th
whom he worked. First  of  aI I ,  he betrayed Amundsen
at Spi tzbergen ls ic)  ivhen he Ief  t  h im and went over
to the Byrd camp beeause he wanted to come to the
United States. . .Now Balchen is : :eady to betray the
Air  Force i f  the Air  Force doesn' t  do what he
wants.  "  The Byrd Polar Research Center.

L42. , ,Conspi-racy theor ists,  such as Balchen, his
wives, Rawl ins,  and others are adept at  creat ing
and r ig idry maintaining arternar ive real i t ies based
on a s ingle highly quest ionable assumption, be i t
that  Byrd and Bennett  courd never.  have reached the
North Pole,  Harry Truman dropped the atomic bombs
as a mi l i tary demonstrat ion aganst star in,  or  John
F. Kennedy was the vict im of  a plot  by the crA and
Soviets or perhaps FBI director J.  Edgar Hoover.
such peopre wi l r  ra ise new perspect ives and propose
fresh arguments.  Theor ies and theor ists are serdom
if  ever amenable to reason or common sense., ,
Why didn' t  Mr.  Rose consul t  any of  , , the conspiracy
theor ists" when he wrote th is book?

161. , ,vaughan's account is the most bizarre of  arr .
He claims that ,  one day, Balchen told him what
real ly happened on the f l ighr.  Acosra f lew the
f i rst  several  hours over t ,he ocean, then Novi l le
rel ieved him and was forced to f ly  low, near ly
cl ipping the ground. , ,  (They were over water I  I  )
Vaughan, i f  indeed Balchen had discussed the fr ight
wi th him, got i t  a l l  wrong: Novi l le was not a
pi lot ,  Vaughan went on: , ,Novi l Ie and Acosta kept
dr inking and gett ing more and more obstreperous



unt i l  Byrd at  last  p icked up a wrench ar id knoeked
both men out. .
Nowhere did Barchen ment ion Novir le 's and Acosta,s
dr inking, nor about Byrd knocki-ng both men out .
wr i tes Mr.  Rose: , ,They (Byrd and Barchen )  got  the
two drunks out of  the cockpi t . . . , ,  Had the two drunks
been in the cockpi t ,  the plane wourd have randed in
the dr ink.  wrote Byrd dur j -ng the f  r ight :  , ,L ights
don' t  work so wel l .  Found a long st iak urra ni t
Novi l le on the shoe with that . , ,

*( To-the-Pole1 --The -dtary ,and' rn6tdbo6k
Byrd.  Raimund E .  Goer1er,  Ohio Stat .e
Press r  1998. )

of Richard E.
Universi ty

Tony Fokker was the person who insisted that
Barchen go on the fr ight  s i -nce he was the onry
instrument pi lot .  Balchen was then employed byFokker,  and they wour-d-be fry ing a Fokker plane.
wri tes Fokker in The Fly ing but lhnanz ,  rD the l ightof  what,  actuarr-y occurred, 

-  
Byrd ,  s descr ipt ion inskyward sounds'  ia int ly r id icurous. About th is stage(when they: wele apprbaching V-er_=,rr_l , r" i  i ,  

- "VrO

wrotei  , r  fe l t  mysel f  ent i re ly responsible for  ther ives of  my shipmates .  r  don, L ber ieve they thoughtthere was much chance gI  get t ing down s ateiy,  Urr tst i l l  rhey faced i t  galrant ly. . .  to the tasl  theycalmly obeyed orders .  Bar-cne'n happened to be at thewheer--  (The i tar ics are Fokker,=.  )  Balchen set theship down on the frares r  so accurately did heland.... Balc'rrelT"s. nerv'es are of iron, r"t 
-ti 

a ,rs'"" his,judgment,  too.  He has not gotten the credi t  hedeserves, r  suppose, because his extraordinary
modesty shames the shr inking vioIet . , ,

161 :  , ,Balchen's sel f  -serving recolrect ions arepart ic lar ly suspect.  Thir ty years later heremembered many exact *oment= of the f1ight. . . . . . , ,Mr. Rose must' ref e' ' to c?*?', rrgrth wi,th- i;:, i l  coutahe ever forget that  f l ight????

233, , ,True, he (Balchen) had exhibi ted a tendencyto al low ,publ ic i ty '  to go to his head a bi f ; -



,considerably '  so , in New York. '  Fortunately,  the
Norwegian had ,  snapped out of  i t  af ter  several
bawl ings out,  and I  could not ask for  a better
at t i tude than his has been for weeks. '
See Fokker 's statement above.

24Iz , , . . .Smith was one of  the few , ,Byrd men,,  a long
with Balchen, Finn Ronne and AIan Innes Taylor
who came to harbor a bi t ter  d is ike of  h is
commander .  "
Balchen' ,s , ,b i t ter  d is l ike, ,  for  Byrd came at a much
later stage, when Byrd did everything in his power
to rui-n his career in the Air  Fo::-ce.

2'7 3 :  , ,  Balchen, who
mutual  campaign to
What campaign?

became close Eo Srni th in their
discredi t  Bvrd. . . , ,

27 6 :  , ,  Whi Ie Byrd kept dr i  nk i  ng ,  accordinq to
Balchen and June.. . , ,
No reference.

273t " In I972, f i f teen years af ter  Byrd,s
whiLe Balchen was in the midst  of  h is own
to discredi t  h is former emp1oyer. . . , ,
What campaj-gn?

death,
c ampai gn

275t , ,BaIchen bel ieved they
mi les,  perhaps, but not at
No reference.

275: , ,Short Iy af  ter  leaving the
al legedly pu1led a pint  bot t le
bag and began dr inkiD9.. . , ,
Who al leqes?

were close, wi th in f i r re
t ,he pole i tse I f  . . . "

pole he (  Byrd )
of  cognac out of  h is

2762 , ,Whi le Byrd kept dr inkjng, according to
Balchen and June.. . ,
Where did June and Balchen relate th is??



281: , ,Si t t ing of  f  by himsel f  ,  the perpetual ly
suspic ious and cr '1t ' icar 'Ba' lchbn wrote: '  , ,The readbr
of  the expedi t ion now ' j i is t  prom<>red to thg rank of
Rear AdmiraI . . . "
No reference.

28Iz , ,L ike Dean Smith and, later
Balchen concluded that Bvrd was
but an ignoramus. , ,
No reference.

,  Finn Ronne,
not only a poseur

28r:  , ,The man was a v ict im, his own wit t ing v ict i .m,
in fact ,  af  ,publ ic adurat i .n and unde=er,r"d know
how, '  which in a nuniber of  inst i lnces that Balehen
chose not to discuss al legedly placed BAE r inj  eopardy .  ' ,
No reference.

305. , ,L inco1n
abandoned the
No reference.

305. , ,Ba1chen
No reference.

wrote in

El lsworth,  Wi lk ins and Balchen ,never:
idea. "

his diary--- , ,

Balchen,s part isans., ,3 0 7 .  , ,  They were Bernt
No reference.

434 . ,, Btr€r--Greentand ,. not i.Lsfory
that sent the Byrd-Balchen feud
No reference.

,  wa-S the -CataIyst

i -nto orbi t .  , ,

fn January,  1949, BaLchen, the'  head of  the 10thRescue Sguadron in Alaska, wrote to Byrd:
, , r  have studied the si tuat . ion s.rnce r  came to th iscomrnand and have come to the conclusion that foref f ic ient  work in the polaq Basin,  wg.mrls. t :  have,.  . :
three key points estabr is i ied ' j ,n the North Ame:: icansector,  about synmerr ical ly alo 'q .h;- ; j ; " ' -o ' f  ' rh. . .
Arci tc ocean. wi th stat ions at  n i r rer rsrand,Melvi l le rsrand in the cantrdi .an Ar ichperago and at

|0



ThuleinGreenl 'and'wecansat isfactor i lycoverthe
Arct ic ocean across to Siber ia.and No5way.. . .  . ,

Looking towards the f  uture '  
wha' tever that  may

br ing, these stat ions wi l l  be of  the utmost value

inquicklocat ionofdownedair :craf toutoverthe
polar ice.  I t  wi l t  a lso give usi  'a 'n oportuni ty to

train and perfect  our crews'  in high lat i tude

navigat ion. . . .
I  have sent in a proposal  for  a central  arct ic

search and rescue organi :ea.EiOn arong these r ines,

worXing with one type of  a i rcraf t  only""  "
BalchenneverheardfromByrdinthisconnect ion.

434;, ,Thereafter,  both the air  force and the navy

moved swif t ly  under Byrd,s overal l  d i rect ion to

implement p: ' lns to establ ish both strategic air

nases and weather stat ions in GreenIand. "

No reference. I t  was under Balchen's direct ion that

Thule Air  Force Base was br: i l t . ' ;  i t  was then senator

stuart  symington who got the T'huIe project

underways af ier  Balchen br ieferd the Senator about

his ideas dur ing symington's v is i t  to AIaska. No

paperSaboutByrd,spart . ic ipat ionoroveral l
d i rect ions to implement these plans exist  in the

Byrd LibrarY.

438. , ,Finn Ronne suddenly emerged as a fur ther

source of  i r r i tat ion.  The Norwegian came out of

modest wart ime service determined to carve his own

niche in Antarct ic explorat ion.  L ike BaIchen, he

fancied that Byrd was out to block him" '

No reference '

435. , ,Whether th is incident took place, or can be

character ized as Balchen reported i t ,  is  h ighly

quest ionable.  "
Rose accuses Balchen of  IYing '

l l



435., ,only. themoStfooI j .sh,navaI.of f i ' .cercouId
wish or hope to inf  ] . r : rbnce ' the, ; . ,o j : r l " , . fQrqg pr_omotlon,,  

.
process-- .  "  . ' . "
i t tut  Byrd t r ied is evident ln a l .et  Ler {rom ! i=
fr iend James E. Mooney dated De' :ember 8,  1953 (Byrd

Library )  :  , ,  Further ,  Admiral  ,  I  am now in a pos i t  ion

should any steps be made for congressional

in i t iat ion of  a plan to have Balchen made a B'G.

(Br igadier General)  over the heads of  the mi l i tary

establ ishment,  that  i t  wi l I  be squelched'
-;lFhere-fteht fertEti*+$ -€+!fL -+ba+-9ast--of--lzo'u.r- regu es t

to me cover ing the problem as to who outside of  the

Air  Force is sponsor ing Balchen, and i f  such

sponsorship involves you as an indiv idual  as to
prejudices or other grudges. f  can assure you that
we shal l  have these answers also."

454 z , ,Ba1chen created, st i rnulated,
central  anxiety that  would dog the
community f  or years, to. come'. i '
No ref erence;" A s€-r ious ,accusat i r>n
should have been documented..

or ref lected the
Antaract ic .  ' , ,

such a,s th is

o-to say that Dick Byrd dic ln ' t  make i t  to the poJe
or Dick Byrd did nake i t :  to the Pole,  f  th ink ls
too categor ical- .  I  don' t  th ink .you can say that.  "
Li-sIe e;--Ros€; ?|tT€ American Experienee.-

Bess Urbahn
115 Barnestown Road
Camden, ME 04843

Julv 2008

l l



Byrd and Balchen

The quest ion remains :  What caused Byrd,  s
animosi ty against  Balchen? The answer is s imple:
Fear and jealousy.

Fear,  because he knew that Balchen was an
excelrent mathematic ian and had f igured out that
the Josephine Ford courd not have made i t  to the
North Pore;  jearousy because Barchen made headr ines
on his own.

I t  wasn' t  a lways that way: On January 16 ,  1 9 3 1 ,
Byrd wrote to George palmer putnam:

Bernt is a prince. r  shar,r- never r-et go by en
opportunity to show how I feel- towards hin.

But then Barchen got at tent ion f rom the press.
rn March, 1931, Merian c.  cooper,  producer of  King
Kong, had sent a crew to Newfoundland to make a
movie about sear hunt ing.  But an exprosion occurred
onboard; cooper caI led Barchen for herp.  wrote
Cooper:

BaLchen was wonderfuL the greatest Arct ic
piTot who ever l- ived. hle f  Lew in bad weather Low
among icebergs, dropped suppl ies, blankets, food,
etc.  ,  to scattered survivors,  and guided them to
shore three or four days' desperate work, Balchen
made incredibTe Tandings in broken ice--we should
have been ki lLed a dozen t imes.

During World War f f ,  Balchen made more
headl ines .  Along with Dool i t t re and chennaurt ,  he
was interviewed by Jon Hersey and sketched by Tom
Lea; each of  the three fryers had two ful_l  pages in
the March 29, L944 issue of  L i fe.  Several



newspapers wrote about the rescues Balchen hao
performed in Greenland; then came the book, War
BeLow Zero

I t  d idn' t  help that  L- i . fe pr inted an art ic le,
How We Bui l t  a Giant New Air  Base at  the Top of  the
World,  ment ioning Balchen but not prrrr i  r r  r^r :q
repr inted in The Readers Di .gest.

But i t  was Francis anci  Kathar ine Drake, s story
in The Digestz Bernt  BaLchen, Vjk ing of  the Air ,
rhat  rea1ly got Byrd's goat.

Byrd and fr iends wrot€r to the edi tor ,  Dewit t
WaI lace ,  to compTi-n .  Tn f 'ebruary 27 ,  19 5 3 ,  Michae l -
J.  Brennan, captain of  the Chant ier ,  wrote a four
and a hal f  page let ter  i  "The story in the Digest
incensed me and r  thought about ny f r iends, l iv ing
and dead, so I  decided to wr i te you., ,

what Brennan's l iv ing and dead fr iends had to
do with the art icre is a quest ion.  Byrd forrowed up
with a let ter  on February 2g; however i t  was not
sent because Mrs.  Wal_l_ace was sick

Then on January L4 ther"  aclmir :ar  carred Francis-
Drake to complain;  on Apr i r  29 he sent :Drake a brrr
for  the phone carr ,  which Drake refused co pay.

Al t  th is correspondenc:e,  arong with a re-page
cr i t ique of  the Drake art icre,  can be found i ;  the
Byrd I ibrary.

when Bal-chen was transferred from Araska to the
Pentagon as project  of f icer of  the Thule Air  base,
thq_ cqr:_qg we,re stAcked against him. Byrd l-rad his
rerat ive,  senator Harry Byrd;  the Air  Force chief
of  Staf f ,  General  Thomas D. whi te,  was a relat ive.

The fact  that  Bal-chen frad direct  contact  wi th
secretar ies of  the Air  Force Finret ter  and Tarbott
made his super ior ,  Generar Roger Ramey, fur ious.
Bal ,chen at  that  t i rne had a desk in the pentagon
basement,  and somebody or other had resrr i .a; ;  h im:he was a popular speaker but was not permiaa.J ; ;  

'

g ive more than one speech .a mdnth.  He'rhad nat; i ; ;  '
to do. An art ic le in Nevtsweek appeared z wi l l -  ine'Air  Force Force f i re a G.reat Arct ic Expert?



- ' t

During this per iod he took refuge in his hobby'

paint ing .  on 
-  
Junttuty 6 

'  
19 5 3 the Grand Central  Art '

-cal ler ies i ;  New yoiX gave an exhibi t  of  h is

\ , , ratercolors.  tn" Finlet ters came 
'  

' the Dool i t t les '

Gene Tunney, i  .  * .  smith,  Trygve Lie and others '

Though Byrd' tu" one of  the sponsors '  he did not

at tend the opening '  Co|Jrels had a big spread

snowing his Paint ings '  I
rn 1e 5 s ,"??il-"a'" it thF Pe:Fagon got Barchen

t ransferred to Newfoundlan{ '  where he spent his

Iast  year rn service under I  Ceneral  Glenn Barcus '

when he ret i red,  Barcus presented-him with the

Dist inguisneO Service ueial  - tnd.  
read the ci tat ion:

CoIoneI Bernt  nalc ien 
tg i" t inguished hjmseJ'  t  by

exceptionuirl- i"r i i .orious 
service----. His f irm

l-eadershiP, extensive backgtound and sel f  Tess

devot iontodutywereinstrumentaTfactorsinthe
successfu] .accompTishmentofseveraTmajorprojects
otv i ta ls igni f icancetothedefenseoftheent i re
North American Continent '

Bess Urbahn
IL5 Barnestown Road
Camden, ME 04843

July 2008
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