
THE  ANTARCTICAN  SOCIETY 
905  NORTH  JACKSONVILLE  STREET 

ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA  22205 

HONORARY PRESIDENT — AMBASSADOR PAUL C. DANIELS 

 
President!: 

 
Dr. Carl R. Eklund, 1959-61  
Dr. Paul A. Siple, 1961-2  
Mr. Gordon D. Cartwright, 1962-3 
RADM David M. Tyree (Ret.), 1963-4 
Mr. George R. Toney, 1964-5  
Mr. Morton J. Rubin, 1965-6  
Dr. Albert P. Crary, 1966-8  
Dr. Henry M. Dater, 1968-70  
Mr. George A. Doumani, 1970-1  
Dr. William J. L. Sladen, 1971-3  
Mr. Peter F. Bermel, 1973-5  
Dr. Kenneth J. Bertrand, 1975-7  
Mrs. Paul A. Siple, 1977-8  
Dr. Paul C Dalrymple, 1978-80  
Dr. Meredith F. Burrill, 1980-82  
Dr. Mort D. Turner, 1982-84 

Honorary Members: 
Ambassador Paul C. Daniels  
Dr. Laurence McKmley Gould 
Count Emilio Pucci  
Sir Charles S. Wright  
Mr. Hugh Blackwell Evans  
Dr. Henry M. Dater  
Mr. August Howard 

Memorial Lecturers:  
Dr. William J. L Sladen, 1964 
RADM David M. Tyree (Ret.), 1965  
Dr. Roger Tory Peterson, 1966  
Dr. J. Campbell Craddock, 1967  
Mr. James Pranke, 1968  
Dr. Henry M. Dater, 1970  
Sir Peter M. Scott, 1971  
Dr. Frank T. Davies, 1972  
Mr. Scott McVay, 1973  
Mr. Joseph O. Fletcher, 1974  
Mr. Herman R. Friis, 1975  
Dr. Kenneth J. Bertrand, 1976  
Dr. WilIiam J. L. Sladen, 1977  
Dr. J. Murray Mitchell, Jr., 1978  
Dr. Laurence McKinley Gould, 1979  
Dr. Charles R. Bentley, 1980  
Dr. Robert L Nichols, 1981  
Dr. Robert H. Rutford, 1982 

 

____________________________________________________________ 
Vol. 82-83                  October                    No. 2 

The Antarctican Society and the Polar Research Board, NRG 
Co-sponsor Fall Spectacular  

Honoring 25th Anniversary of the IGY 
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Washington, DC 

Walter Sullivan should be right at home in the National Academy of 
Sciences, for among his many honors is their Public Welfare Medal 
awarded in 1980. He has also received the Distinguished Public 
Service Award from the National Science Foundation.  The American 
Association for the Advancement of Science, in conjunction with 
the Westinghouse Educational Foundation, has presented him thrice -
the statutory limit - their Annual Award for Outstanding Newspaper 
Writing on the Natural Sciences.  He has participated in four Ant-
arctic expeditions, and from 1956 to 1959 was in charge of the 
special Times coverage of the IGY. 

GALA DINNER PARTY 

There will be a pre-Lecture dinner at the National Academy of Sciences, starting 
with cocktails at 5 PM (open bar) in the Great Hall, after which dinner will be 
served in the Refectory (downstairs).  Dinner will consist of Fresh Fruit Cup, 
Salad Maison, Chicken Breast Francaise, and Chocolate Swirl Cheesecake.  The 
cost will be $19.00 per person, which includes all your drinks and taxes and 
gratuities.  This is a once-in-a-lifetime Society opportunity to drink, eat, and 
listen with only one car stop.  There should be plenty of street parking because 
of the holiday.  LET'S HAVE A REALLY BIG TURNOUT FOR WALTER AND LARRY! 

We will have to formalize arrangements early. So PLEASE! Reservations and checks (we don't 
want cash payment at the door) should be in our mail box no later than November 6th. 



B E R G Y    B I T S  

Bergy Bits, as it was in the beginning and will be for at least this year, is the 
Non-Voice of the Antarctican Society, put together by a member of the Society who 
strives to make the column an interesting potpourri of some facts - some fiction -
some anecdotes about people and events related to the Antarctic. We try not to let 
truth get in the way of a good story.  We do seem to have quite a few non-member 
critics who somehow find time to read the Newsletter and fault us — to them may I 
raise the salute which Nelson Rockefeller so aptly gave a bunch of young harassers 
when he was giving a political speech.  I wonder how effective these guys are in 
their public service, non-paying, extracurricular activities. 

ARE WE EVER EXCITED - YOU BET WE ARE.  I am continually amazed at the calibre of our 
fine lecture series, and our next meeting promises to be real fantastic. Your 
Society had been thinking of who we could get to give us a lecture on one of the 
triple anniversaries (100th of 1st Polar Year, 50th of 2nd Polar Year, and 25th of 
the IGY).  The Washingtonian who has been trying to stir up interest in the bureau-
cracy relative to these anniversaries is Pem Hart, Executive Secretary of the Geo-
physics Research Board at the National Academy of Sciences, who was a pseudo-Ant-
arctican of sorts in bygone years.  One day recently we were mulling over names of 
potential speakers, and he proposed trying to get Walter Sullivan. We had previously 
been in contact with Walter, and knew if the circumstances were right, he could be 
enticed.  So Walter will be giving our Society's 107th Lecture, the very first one 
ever presented by a member of the media.  It is most appropriate that it should be 
Walter, as there is no better known or more knowledgeable Antarctic science writer. 
He was synonymous with IGY and Antarctica, where he spent much time befriending both 
the scientists and the military support personnel. His many articles in the New York 
Times during the IGY were written with great depth and much wisdom, with clarity and 
understanding. My late father subscribed to the Times then just to read Walter's 
articles on the Antarctic, because reading Walter was the next best thing to being 
there.  He has written many books - Quest For A Continent and White Land of Adventure 
in 1957; Assault On The Unknown in 1961; We Are Not Alone in 1964; Continent In 
Motion in 1974; and Black Holes, The Edge Of Space, The End Of Time in 1979.  His 
Quest For A Continent and Assault On The Unknown are two of the very finest books 
ever written on the IGY. Walter is a Yale man. We mention this because our popular 
and beloved Honorary President, Ambassador Paul C. Daniels, is also a Yalie, and 
very proud of it. We hope that the good Ambassador and his charming wife Teddy will 
be able to be here for the lecture.  They were scheduled to be on the road to 
Lafayette, Louisiana during the first week in November, but the presence of "two of 
my best friends, Larry Gould and Walter Sullivan" may be enough of an attraction to 
get the Ambassador to change his plans.  It would really be a Triumvirate having the 
Ambassador and Larry and Walter.  A memorable evening that none of us will want to 
miss, so we're looking forward to a great turnout. 

MORE GOOD NEWS!  WALTER SULLIVAN WILL INTERVIEW LARRY GOULD.   I don't know how many 
of you had the privilege of seeing/hearing those wonderful interviews by the well-
known Arctic geographer Trevor Lloyd of the late, famed Arctic explorer, Vilhjalmur 
Stefansson, which were shown on Canadian television.  There were several half-hour 
shows which I thought were fantastic.  I have longed for someone to do such inter-
views with our own Larry Gould who knows all that's needed to be known about Ant-
arctica.  Several years ago while visiting with John Sater, then of the Arctic 
Institute of North America's Washington office, I told him I wished our Society 
could get someone to tape Larry for posterity.  John suggested we contact Walter 
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Sullivan, which we did.  Everything looked like it was coming up roses.  Walter 
wanted to tape Larry; Larry wanted Walter to tape him.  It was all scheduled last 
year, but alas, things went awry when Walter had to remain an extra week on the west 
coast to cover the delayed space shuttle landing. But now it's all on the front 
burner again, scheduled to be done the afternoon of November llth at the National 
Science Foundation.  This will be just great — vintage Gould is about as good as we 
common folk will ever hear. Walter's interview of Larry will serve as another 
manifestation of our Society's recognition of the polar anniversaries. Larry had made 
a name for himself in the polar regions (both Greenland and Antarctica) prior to the 
2nd Polar Year and, of course, was Mr. Antarctic IGY.  To the best of my knowledge, 
he had no active role, either as a planner or a scientist, in the 1st Polar Year, but 
then again, he's a man of great accomplishments, so maybe he did. 

SWITHINBANK BREAKS RECORD.   Charles Swithinbank evidently broke all Society atten- 
dance records for a non-Memorial Lecture when he spoke to our Society on August 31st. 
Eighty-four people were in attendance, including a late-arriving, scraggly-bearded 
soul who sat in the foyer outside the packed room.  There were eight past presidents 
(Mort Rubin, Bert Crary, George Doumani, Bill Sladen, Pete Bermel, Ruth Siple, Paul 
Dalrymple, and Pete Burrill), as well as someone from the Japanese Embassy and 
another from the Russian Embassy.  Charlie picked the title of his talk, "National 
ism and Internationalism in the Antarctic", in mid-April during the height of the 
Falkland Islands crisis.  Much of his presentation on the 31st, though, was cen 
tered on his fond memories of his many Antarctic sojourns and experiences which 
several in the audience had shared with him on the ice. The Norwegian-British- 
Swedish Expedition to Maudheim has always fascinated me, and it was great to hear 
firsthand from one of their many famous scientists (which also included Valter 
Schytt, Gordon Robin, Gosta Liljequist, Fred Roots, and others). He also spoke of 
his year with the Russians at Mirny in 1964.  Charlie was the first British scien- 
tist to ever winter over with the Russians; he is also the last Brit to winter over 
with the Russians.  I don't know just what inference we can draw from this, but one 
can surmise that he either didn't drink his fair share of vodka or else he drank 
more than his fair share!  I wonder how many members of our Society have wintered 
over with the Russians besides Charlie, Gordon Cartwright in 1957, Mort Rubin in 
1958, Gil Dewart in 1961, Michael Maish in 1969, Rob Flint in 1974, and Rex Hanson 
in 1980.  Are there more?  It sounded like Charlie thoroughly enjoyed his year at 
Mirny; in fact, it sounded like Charlie thoroughly enjoyed every trip he ever made 
to Antarctica, irrespective of expedition, camp sites, or colleagues.  He told the 
crowd how he found the immortal Larry Gould's geology hammer on Mt. Nansen - some 
thirty years after Larry had left it there - and had brought it back to Larry. 
You know glaciologists never die, they just keep on going back to their same old 
haunts.  Three years ago Charlie accompanied Terry Hughes back to Byrd Glacier, a 
glacier which Charlie had studied some 19 years before. The XYL of one of our 
Board members told Charlie at the conclusion of the evening that he was a double 
for Tom Landry, the coach of that ex-Dallas football team that used to have all 
those gorgeous cheerleaders!  We got a little too over-enthusiastic on the mock-up 
of the cover sheet for the last Newsletter — Charlie has asked for space to clearly 
identify his British connection.  

Many thanks for a delightful evening with more old friends than I ever ex-
pected to see gathered together in one place.  I wish we lived a bit closer 
so that such happy occasions could happen more often. 

There was one small mistake that you inserted into the August Bergy Bits. 
My address was given as British Antarctic Survey, Scott Polar Research In-
stitute, Cambridge.  While I am a lifelong friend and admirer of the Scott 
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Polar Research Institute, the fact is that I left the place six years ago. 
Rolling the two institutions into one is a common and forgivable mistake but 
here is the difference.  The Scott Polar Research Institute was founded in 
1920, belongs to the University of Cambridge, has a fine building in Lensfield 
Road, Cambridge, and a staff numbering about a dozen that is often outnumbered 
by visitors and research students.  The British Antarctic Survey was founded 
(under another name) in 1943, belongs to the taxpayer, has an uninspiring 
building in Madingley Road, Cambridge (2 miles from the SPRI), and a staff 
numbering over 300.  What we have in common is dedication to the pursuit of 
excellence in polar research and a healthy record of staff migration in both 
directions.  Long may both institutions prosper! 

INSIDE EREBUS.  Phil Kyle, a native son of Wellington, New Zealand, who now works 
out of some cactus patch in the desert called Socorro, New Mexico, spoke to the 
Society on September 15th on Mt. Erebus.  Phil, who is now a professor in the De-
partment of Geoscience at New Mexico Tech, has a never-ending Antarctic lifetime 
dream studying old Erebus. He actually has a better deal than the meteorite picker-
uppers, as his party camps on the outer rim of Erebus above and beyond the visitation 
of tourists.  And when it comes to cooking a turkey or a chicken, all they have to do 
up there is wrap it in aluminum foil, bury it in the hot soil, and come back later!  
Phil had fantastic pictures of Erebus, including some beautiful shots of hot magma 
in the inner crater.  It all looked rather masculine to me, so I thought I was safe 
in asking if this was an all-male operation.  Imagine my chagrin to find out that 
some of those people wearing parkas whom I thought were men were actually women. You 
certainly can't detect sex in parkas.  But I understand there is still one Antarctic 
bastion where women have never trod, or at least have never wintered over.  I 
imagine that Professor Thomas David, Sir Douglas Mawson, Alistair Mackay, Jameson 
Adams, Eric Stewart, and Sir Philip Brocklehurst, who made the first ascent of Erebus 
55 years ago next March, would all be flipping in their graves if they knew women 
were cavorting on the crater of Erebus while living on lobster tails. This coming 
summer will be Phil's llth working out of Scott Base and McMurdo, and what a high he 
must experience living and working around the craters of Erebus.  He must hate to 
leave, especially knowing that he has to go back to Socorro.  Phil told a near 
capacity audience that there are probably ten active volcanoes in Antarctica, and 
one gets the feeling that his destiny will be etched on slopes of many of those 
volcanoes. 

KEEP THOSE CHECKS COMING.  We entered this 1982-3 season with 105 paid-up members, 
approximately 25% of our total membership.  We got real good response from our first 
billing, picking up dues from another 241.  But we are still after the other 81. They 
are getting (with this Newsletter) a second notice.  Then those who don't respond to 
this second notice will find their names published in the third Newsletter of the 
year.  There will be no freebies after the third issue, as we'll assume that those 
who haven't paid by then have found better places to put their dollar bills. We 
dropped 16 members last year and 2 members resigned, but we came out ahead because we 
picked up 42 new members last year (vs 79 new members in 1980-81, 47 in 1979-80, and 
72 in 1978-79).  Ruth and I surely appreciate it when you all pay rightaway, as this 
is a "Ma-Pa" operation and it's a veritable pain (for me, anyway) when people hold 
out paying their dues. 

ADOPT A PENGUIN - [PLEASE Read This Paragraph].   It happens every so often that some 
character writes an article about Antarctica, and ends it with our address for fur-
ther information.  This results in a flood of unwanted mail, much of which I confess 
goes directly into the circular file.  An ecumenical-type publication called Campus 
Life recently (July/August) stirred up a lot of interest in our Society among junior 
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high school kids.  I never saw the article, but it must have been a beaut.  Randy 
Pruim in Sheboygan wrote us for information on the "Adopt-A-Penguin Program"; Mark 
May out in Gig Harbor, Washington wanted "info about a T-shirt"; Beverly Reese in 
Fayetteville, Georgia wrote "some day when I can make it on my own, this club will 
darn well see me in anarctica"; Heidi Hofer in Carpenter, South Dakota wanted to know 
"any possible way for me to acquire and keep a penguin as a pet?"; Eric Baker at 
Elmendorf AFB is a doubting Thomas as "I read about your Society in a magazine and 
although I really doubt it exists, just in case ...".  But the best letter of all 
came from Jonathan Roland of 790 Spruce Street in Emmaus, Pennsylvania, who wrote 
"Dear fellow Antarctica lovers,  I have always considered an Antarctican igloo as my 
dream house and have loved Penguins since I was a young chick. Antarctica doesn't 
have much pollution or political problems.  I was overjoyed when I discovered your 
society in Campus Life Magazine.  Please send me any information that you could send 
me.  Thank you very much!  In honor of Antarctica", and then he signed his name 
upside down, signifying, I presume, that he was already at the bottom of the world.  
Well, we have some good news for you hardened old Antarcticansj young Jonathan is now 
one of your co-members, as he joined right up.  On his application form he wrote "I 
think the culture of penguins is misunderstood by myself and others.  I wish to help 
them have more of an impact on society." Maybe some of you folks can write Jonathan 
and welcome him into our Society, and reassure him that penguins are alive and doing 
quite well for themselves under the Antarctic Treaty.  As for the Society, we are 
looking forward to additional communications from Jonathan, and we hope that he may 
enjoy our Society down through the years. 

NEWS FROM GUY GUTHRIDGE (Manager, Polar Information Program, Division of Polar Pro-
grams, National Science Foundation). Guy has provided us with the following three 
items of interest. Enjoy! 

Antarctic budget for fiscal 1983 approved.  As in some former years, this 
summer's Congressional deliberations on the Antarctic budget had antarcticans 
on the edge of their seats.  The process began in February, when the President 
issued a memorandum directing continuation of the United States Antarctic 
Research Program and included $86.4-million in the National Science Foundation 
budget request for this purpose.  The House approved the President's figure, 
but on 18 August the Senate Appropriations Committee recommended a shift of 
$15.3-million from the antarctic logistics budget to another part of the Foun-
dation.  This move if sustained would have gutted the 1982-1983 season in 
Antarctica, forcing 60 to 70 percent of the researchers to stay home.  In 
September the House and Senate committees jointly recommended an antarctic 
budget of $82.4-million—$4-million lower than the President's request. This 
figure was passed in the HUD-Independent Agencies appropriations bill and was 
signed by the President in early October. The budget as passed will require 
flight reductions and deferral of needed construction, but the 84 science 
projects involving some 270 researchers can be carried out as planned. 

It's hard to be a penguin!   G. L. Kooyman and others of the Scripps Insti-
tution of Oceanography and the British Antarctic Survey have further evidence 
that it's hard to be a penguin.  Using an on-bird recorder, they measured the 
diving depths- of king penguins near South Georgia.  The birds frequently dove 
deeper than 100 meters, rarely more than 240 meters.  They averaged 144 dives 
a day—most of them 5 to 50 meters in depth.  These dives are not jaunts: 
food is the objective, for parent and chick.  On the basis of estimated masses 
of squid consumed, only about 10 percent of the dives result in prey capture. 
Kooyman figures the cost of foraging is over twice as great as the energy 
content of the food delivered to the chick.  During one trip at sea, lasting 4 
to 8 days and averaging 865 dives, some 50 to 90 squid have to be caught 
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to sustain the adult and feed the chick. The 20 August Science has more. 

Antarctic fish may save farmers millions.   It seems farfetched, but studies 
of the glycoproteins that keep antarctic fishes from freezing have resulted in 
a synthetic substance that may pave the way for farmers to save millions of 
dollars annually be decreasing crop damage due to frost.  Robert E. Feeney and 
Arthur L. DeVries, both biochemists, did the years of basic research at 
McMurdo that led to this development, but our heroine is Elizabeth Allegretto, 
who has never been to Antarctica. Ms. Allegretto, then an undergraduate at 
Northern Arizona University, prepared polymers that could inhibit ice nucle-
ation by duplicating the antifreeze properties of the fish in a much simpler 
system. These long-chain molecules could be used as a spray to inhibit ice 
formation in plants.  Crops showing the greatest promise for treatment are in 
places like Florida with occasional light frost at 25 to 30 degrees Fahrenheit.  
Don't head for the feed store just yet.  "We've done this in a laboratory," 
says Ms. Allegretto's faculty advisor, "but I want to stress that we have yet 
to begin trials with actual plants in the field." 

HUGH DEWITT TELLS ALL.  Worth Nowlin down there in Texas wants us to come up with 
some news on oceanographers, past and present, and what they are up to.  That sounds 
like a most legitimate request, but the problem is getting items of interest into my 
hands.  I am no longer involved in polar work, so am dependent on people supplying 
me with information.  Ruth's newest son-in-law, Hugh DeWitt, is an oceanographer-
ichthyologist-zoologist, and we told him if he expected second servings over Christ-
mas that he had better give us some copy for this Newsletter.  So, Worth Nowlin, 
here is what has been happening lately to one oceanographer, told in his own words: 

A second workshop (sponsored by the SCAR/SCOR/IABO/ACMRR BIOMASS Program) on 
the Ageing of Antarctic Fishes was held at the University of Maine, Orono, 
during 7-10 June 1982.  Eleven participants from the U.S., England, West 
Germany and France spent the four days listening to and discussing presented 
papers, discussing current research and examining otoliths and scales of 
several fish species.  The main conclusions of the meeting were that the 
methods agreed upon during the first workshop had proved successful and had 
enabled workers to communicate more effectively about their research.  There 
were problems with some of the large species because growth becomes slow with 
increasing size, but some new methods of analysis using scanning electron 
microscopes and electron probes might eventually solve them.  Additional 
presentations on the potential uses of SEM and electron probes, and on methods 
of resolving scale annuli were made and discussed. 

The first meeting of the BIOMASS Working Party on Fish Ecology was held in 
Hamburg, West Germany, during 20-25 September, concurrently with the Fourth 
Congress of European Ichthyologists.  The terms of reference for the group are 
1) to keep under review the progress made in investigations on the biology of 
Antarctic fish and to suggest priority topics for study, and 2) to collect 
information and recommend studies on the population dynamics of major fish 
stocks. 

In addition, the Working Party was requested to assess the current rate of ex-
ploitation of Antarctic fish stocks and predict the effects of possible future 
patterns of exploitation until such time as the Scientific Committee of the 
Convention for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources comes 
into force.  The Chairman of the Working Party, Dr. D. Sahrhage of the 
Institute fur Seefischerei in Hamburg, has also been appointed as Chairman of 
the Scientific Committee, although the committee itself has not been formed. 
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There were requests from ornithologists that the Working Party prepare a 
handbook for the identification of fish remains commonly encountered in the 
stomachs of predators such as birds and seals.  Such information is important in 
describing food habits and the ecology of predators, and in quantifying the 
trophic energetics of a species.  The Working Party agreed to prepare an 
identification guide and H. DeWitt was asked to coordinate the effort. Dr. Hecht 
of the J.L.B. Smith Institute in South Africa agreed to prepare a key to fish 
otoliths, one of the most commonly encountered remains, since he was already 
engaged in such a study. 

Acting on a request from Dr. W. Fischer of FAO, the Working Party agreed to 
prepare identification sheets of the commercially important and common species 
of Antarctic fishes.  Dr. J. C. Hureau of the Paris Museum will act as coordi-
nator of this effort, with the bulk of the work divided between DeWitt, Hureau, 
Tomo (Argentina) and White (England). 

Recommendations were also made for fish research during SIBEX (Second Inter-
national BIOMASS Experiment), planned for the 1983-84 and 1984-85 southern 
summer seasons.  Details of participation will be worked out in meetings during 
the next months.  One of the potentially most useful results of SIBEX may be the 
pooling of data by the participating nations working in different regions of the 
Antarctic (Western Scotia and Eastern Bellingshausen Seas; Prydz Bay; and the 
Pacific Ocean in about 160°E) which can then be analyzed by computer methods.  
The Working Party recommended that a fish data analysis workshop be held sometime 
in early 1986 in Hamburg where the computer facilities of the Inst. f. 
Seefischerei can be made available.  All data should be stored on tape in a 
BASIC compatible format and sent to Hamburg before the workshop.  Questions and 
models to be used in analysis need to be submitted at least a year before the 
workshop so that appropriate programming can be completed.  Such a workshop also 
offers the potential of using older, pre-BIOMASS data. 

I should add that all of the participants in both the Workshop and Working Party 
have had Antarctic experience.  The two Britishers, North and White, were also 
affected by the Falklands war.  North was stranded in the field on South 
Georgia for six weeks when the Argentines occupied it.  He thought the small 
party he was with would be captured, but the Argentines either did not know 
where they were or decided to leave them alone. White was delayed on Signy 
Island for a couple of months when the ship on which he was to return to the 
U.K. was commandeered for the attacking British fleet.  It was one of the ships 
sunk, containing the samples of that year's biological program at the South 
Orkney Islands.  The delays of North and White also meant that they did not have 
time (two weeks!) to prepare for the fish ageing workshop in June. 

SURFACE ICE 600,000 YEARS OLD . . . PERHAPS.  Last winter when Bill Cassidy of the 
University of Pittsburgh was speaking to the Society he mentioned to us that he was 
finally able to get a geologist to join his team - Ian Whillans of The Ohio State 
University (Ed. note - the same university that used to play winning football). 
Well, Ian has conjectured that evidence gathered in the Allen Hills region points 
to the possibility that deeper, older ice has been pushed up to the surface, es-
pecially forced upwards against the Transantarctic Mountains.  It appears that the 
oldest ice might be as old as 600,000 years.  When you realize that the oldest 
dated ice is only about 125,000 years old (the bottom of the 6,700 foot core 
drilled in Greenland in 1980), the conjectured figure for the Allen Hills ice re-
presents a gigantic leap back into climatic history.  More good news is that it's 
just lying there on the surface, "almost like a vertical core."  Ian was quoted 
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as saying, "If this is true, it is a stupendous new discovery."  I would like to 
be able to share in his happiness, but I'm afraid I am much more interested in 
knowing whether this is going to be a cold winter in Washington than in what 
happened, say, 450,000 years ago in Antarctica. However, good luck to Ian in his 
investigations. 

BILL DUNLOP UPSTAGES SIR RANULPH TWISTLETON-WYCKENHAM FIENNES.  What a beautiful 
day August 29th was for the common man.  Just fantastic to think that a 41 year-
old former truck driver from Mechanic Falls, Maine should have the good fortune to 
sail his 9 feet 1 inch long boat into Falmouth Harbor, England, on the same day 
that the $17.5 million doliar-financed Transglobe Expedition should chug into 
Greenwich on their 32-crewed good ship BENJAMIN BOWRING.  And you know who got all 
the publicity in this country? Good old Bill Dunlop, who established a new record 
for sailing the smallest boat ever across the Atlantic from west to east. 
Sometimes when you don't believe in things, poetic justice reaffirms itself and 
all of a sudden you are a believer again.  I love it, I love it, I love it! James 
Lardner wrote in the Washington Post, "By an inspiring fluke of timing, Sir 
Ranulph came into port amidst a sudden flowering of other heroic journeys -Bill 
Dunlop traversing the Atlantic in a 9-foot sailboat, Lon Haldeman bicycling across 
the U.S. in less than 10 days, and 65 year-old Ashby Harper and 54 year-old Ionthe 
Rhodes swimming the English Channel and Chesapeake Bay, respectively." Lardner 
went on to say that "if you set out to define the ground rules of this mission 
(Transglobe), you would end up with more caveats than there are in all the 
collected speeches of Alexander Haig." He pointed out that the expedition 
"frequently detoured thousands of miles from the Greenwich meridian to camp in 
such rugged outposts as Paris and Hollywood, where the travellers rested and set 
up shops as salespeople for the latest in British-made exploring gadgets" and he 
pointed out that during their "lonely journey across the Arctic, the expedition's 
Twin Otter supply plane made food and fuel drops every five or six days and pro-
vided no fewer than half a dozen replacement snowmobiles." Captain Scott was just 
born too early, but on the other hand Scott is immortalized and Fiennes will soon 
be forgotten.  Lardner said that Fiennes' companion, Charles Burton, was "clearly 
a selfless man, for what other kind would enter such a wisp of a name into 
partnership with 10-syllabled nobility." But good on Bill Dunlop for truly making 
this past August 29th a memorable day. 

CARL WYMAN SUCCUMBS.   Carl Wyman's name is not one of those well-known Antarctic 
names, but if anyone were to publish a book on Antarctic characters, he should 
certainly note this ex-Marine colonel who was the assistant ionosphere scientist 
at Little America V in 1957 and who died on September 17th, 1982.  Carl had always 
had a certain amount of fascination for Antarctica, and when the IGY came along he 
looked for ways of getting south. He had retired from the Marine Corps, his 
children had been educated and were as safely married as marriage can be, and he 
filed an application with the National Bureau of Standards to go south with them. 
He was sent to Little America V to assist a young, bona fide Danish polar 
ionospheric scientist by the name of Hans Bengaard.  Carl's first love was amateur 
radio, he brought his own gear to Little America, and even before he had his long 
handles unpacked, he was up on the air working the key. His very first contact 
at Little America V happened to be this guy in Pennsylvania, who turned out to be 
the very same fellow who was his first radio contact many, many long years before 
when he was in Guatemala with the Marines.  But it didn't take Carl very long to 
develop a side interest, which he pursued diligently and most faithfully through-
out the long winter night, and that was proclaiming himself a one-man task force 
to keep the Navy, VX-6, and the Seabees honest.  He took great delight in harass-
ing all of them, and as a good retired Marine colonel, he was most effective in 
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this self-appointed role.  The doctor at Little America V used to dispense those 
small two-ounce bottles of medicinal brandy once a week, one to a customer.  Most 
people gulped them down immediately, but some horded them until they had enough to 
make it worthwhile.  Somehow or other, Carl and the Navy Chief Photographer, a 
fellow by the name of Larsen, accumulated enough of those tiny bottles to be able to 
have their own little party, and it resulted in one of the few interesting events to 
occur during the whole winter.  The Navy leader, Willie Dickey, a captain-seeking-
admiral-which-was-never-to-be, got quite upset and called in Serf Crary, Scientific 
leader at the camp, and told Bert he was bringing Larsen up before the mast and 
wanted to kn9w what Bert was going to do to punish this grand-fatherly old Marine 
colonel. Bert, an astute old codger himself, realized he was overmatched when it 
came to Wyman, and besides, no one loved or appreciated a happening better than old 
Bert.  So when Bert answered Willie with "Hell! I'm not going to do anything!" that 
ended the whole episode.  I ran into Carl's Danish supervisor in Copenhagen about 
eight years ago, and the first thing he said to me was, "I always wondered what I 
did to warrant having Colonel Wyman assigned to me." Carl was really looking forward 
to our reunion next spring, and we're sure going to miss him.  Just before he died, 
he wrote me that he knew both Ken Bubier and Walt Giles, both O.A.E.'s.  In fact, he 
had enclosed a xerox copy of a letter that Mrs. Bubier had written him on February 
4th, 1930 in which she thanked him for forwarding one of her husband's radiograms 
from Little America. Carl lost his first wife to the Big C, and had remarried 
successfully in 1968. He had emphysema and presumably that's what got him at the 
end.  I know people like Bert Crary, Mukluk Milan, Boy Scout Chappell, Ron Taylor, 
Blackie Bennett, Wild Bill Cromie, Gene Harter, Mier Bruce Lieske, and others will 
miss him even though we haven't seen him lately.  But at least we know what he's 
doing up there in Heaven — he's policing the activities of guys like George Dufek, 
trying to keep them honest! 

AND THE TORCH IS CARRIED FORWARD.  When you look at the roster of folks going to 
Antarctica these days, you find more and more family teams, and it appears that a 
couple of old IGYers (Bucky Wilson, Little America V, 1958, and John Annexstad, 
Byrd, 1958) are each taking down an offspring this austral summer as a field assist-
ant.  I'm getting a personal kick out of old John taking down his daughter Kristine, 
as it seems to me in my files somewhere is a relatively recent letter from him 
stating how great Antarctica was before the advent of women.  John must have con-
verted as he saw the Light.  Cam Craddock had his son with him in the field for 
several seasons, and Dick Cameron's son Andy spent a summer at McMurdo plus a year 
at the Pole.  I recall that Harry Ayres (Ed Hillary's mountaineering tutor) of Scott 
Base, 1957, had a son down there several years ago on a summer project.  There have 
been quite a few husband and wife teams in the Antarctic, with another such team 
apparently going to Palmer this year.  This makes me wonder if any of our husband 
and wife teams had ever conceived on the ice.  So I asked this question of Tom and 
Davida Kellogg when they were here in Washington in September, as they have a son 
named Griffith Taylor Kellogg — with a name like that I thought he might have been 
Made in Antarctica.  But they disclaimed any Antarctic origin, and said they knew of 
no other childbirth from a husband-wife team outside of the offspring of Jennie and 
Harry Darlington.  Do you mean to tell me that the Darlingtons did something 35 
years ago that no other U.S. married couple has been able to successfully duplicate 
in all these ensuing years?  I can't believe it. 

BOARD OF DIRECTOR ANDERSON CANONIZED.  Here is some really good news.  E. Vernice 
Anderson was presented the National Science Board's Special Award for Exceptional 
Service on May 19, 1982 in the beautiful Diplomatic Functions Area on the eighth 
floor of the Department of State.  The certificate with its generous and well- 
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deserved citation had the names of all Board members, past and present, and was 
signed by the Chairman and the Director.  Vernice was also presented a set of 
miniature Thomas Jefferson mugs and a tray with the signatures of the Board Chair-
men and Directors.  The Society would like to add their belated "Well done!" to 
Vernice. 

EXPLORERS RAISE MONEY FOR RONNE MEMORIAL FUND.  A Finn Ronne Memorial Fund for 
Antarctic Research has been established and will benefit from a gala black tie 
banquet being held by the Explorers Club at their meeting on 3 November when their 
50-year members will be honored.  Jackie Ronne is going to narrate a short film of 
the Ronnes' last trip to Antarctica.  One'of the members being honored is our own 
William 0. Field, Medalist 1929.  If you like explorers and black ties and wild, 
crazy, exotic near-edibles and the Big Apple, then you should be there - but you 
need a valid invitation. 

KENTUCKY COMMITTEE FOR THE FALKLAND ISLANDS.  Kentucky, the state with beautiful 
horses and fast women, (or is it the other way around? I never was quite certain), 
has something called the "Kentucky Committee for the Falkland Islands," the chair-
man of which is a member of our Society, Henry R. Heyburn.  He has raised over 
$3,000 for organizations which directly assist the Kelpers.  Donations have been 
sent to the Falkland Islands Office in London, the International Red Cross in 
Geneva, King Edward Memorial Hospital in Stanley, three churches in Stanley 
(Christ Church Cathedral, St. Mary's Catholic, and The Tabernacle), and to the 
Senior School in Stanley.  Henry absorbs all of the overhead, so all donations 
hopefully end up helping the people in the Falklands.  If any of you folks feel so 
inclined, Henry is still accepting contributions.  The address is:  Kentucky 
Committee for the Falkland Islands, 3918 Leland Road, Louisville, Kentucky 40207. 

S O M E    C L A S S I F I E D S  

METZGAR ENTERPRISES, P.P.P.P. (PREPAID PEWTERIZED PENGUIN PRODUCTS).   Mike (South 
Pole 78) Metzgar has a Syracuse Connection (Good Lad Products, Ltd.) who makes 
hand-made pewter and pewter alloy products.  Among the items are a 12-ounce mug of 
an alloy of pewter and aluminum (approved by the American Medical Association for 
drinking purposes) with a 1 7/8" penguin silverplated to the mug; a circular solid 
pewter belt buckle, 2 1/2" in diameter, with same superimposed 1 7/8" penguin; and 
the same penguin alone as a pin.  All three items have a solid look about them; the 
mug is quite handsome, looking like pewter even though an alloy.  Mike has per-
sonally field-tested two of the items, the mug for ice-cold beer, and the belt 
buckle (united with a belt) for holding up his trousers over a substantial sunken 
chest.  The pin probably has some utility for those who can't get enough penguin-
mania to wear.  If anyone wants any of the items, deal directly with Mike, making 
checks payable to:  J. Michael Metzgar, Jr.  

send to:  1012 North Paxton Street 
Alexandria, Virginia 22304 

The costs, including handling and shipping are: 12-ounce penguin mug  $25.00 
penguin belt buckle    16.00 
penguin pin 11.50 

Any item sent to Alaska or Hawaii will cost $1.00 EXTRA! 

If you have had your fill of penguins, all three items also come with a polar 
bear (instead of a penguin), same prices. A small part of the total cost will 
find its way into the treasury of the Antarctican Society. 
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SOME GREAT ANTARCTIC BUYS FROM BARNES AND NOBLE.  Barnes & Noble has several Ant-
arctic books for sale, and in case you missed their holiday book sale, here they 
are: 

1084417    Antarctica by Eliot Porter (with Foreword by Walter Sullivan). 
Includes 87 stunning four-colored photographs.  Published for 
$35.00, being sold for $17.95. 

1056508  Scott & Amundsen by Roland Huntford. A superb dual 
biography on two of the best known Antarcticans of all 
time. Published for $19.95, being sold for only $6.95. 

1012814    Shackleton's Boat Journey by F.A. Worsley.  The author was 
captain of the ENDURANCE, and this is another book on one of 
the great survival stories of all time. Published for $8.95, 
being sold at $2.98. 

0067223    The Voyage of the DISCOVERY by Capt. Robert F. Scott.  Includes 260 
illustrations by Dr. Wilson and other members of the 1902 
expedition, 12 color plates in facsimile from Wilson's sketches, 
panorama and maps.  2 vols, 1,064 pp., N.Y. 1969 reproduction of 
1905 edition.  Published for $57.00, the two volumes now only $19.95. 

The address is:  Barnes & Noble, Sale Annex, 126 Fifth Ave., New York, NY 10111. 
You have to give the item number, the title, the quantity desired, and the cost. 
Then you add $2.25 to the bill for cost of postage and insurance (a one-time 
charge, regardless of how many books you may buy). 

Your Society decided not to get into reselling these books, as it's just too hazard-
our guessing how many of them our members might already have.  Both Porter's book 
and Huntford's book have been highly recommended in past issues of our Newsletters, 
so we felt that most of you who wanted them probably have them by now.  We sold out 
the supply (100 copies) of Mawson's Will — it was a great sale, as we got back 
many favorable comments from happy purchasers.  Our next sale, hopefully, will be 
the 1983 Antarctic calendars - news about their availability will be passed along 
as soon as we get the information from Walt Seelig in Christchurch. 

GARAGE SALE OF JOURNALS BY STEPHEN WILSON.   Stephen Wilson, Operations Officer on 
the GLACIER in 1955-57, wants to unload some of his polar journals.  He is willing 
to sell (presumably at a nominal cost) the Journal of Glaciology, 1955-75; Ice, 
1958-77; Arctic, 1956-79 - two numbers mi&sing; Antarctic News, 1963-72; Bulletin 
of the New Zealand Antarctic Society, 1963-1972 - four issues missing; Polar Record, 
1955-72. His address is USEPA, Acid Deposition Research Staff, RD 767, 401 M St. 
SW, Washington, DC 20460. 

END OF CLASSIFIEDS 

APOLOGIES TO TOM STRENGER.  Last February's Newsletter had a couple of pages about 
the publication Geographic Names of the Antarctic, although most of it was just a 
listing of the 200 members of our Society whose names appear in the publication. 
The current Executive Secretary of the Advisory Committee on Antarctic Names, Tom 
Strenger, has taken exception to some of my loose comments in that write-up.  I 
would like to publically say that Tom and his group have done and are doing a fan-
tastic job.  I have been given access to their files and have some knowledge of how 
competent they are in their field.  One of my errors was reporting that a multi-
year Antarctican by the name of Richard Urbanak did not have a feature named for 
him.  He does have a feature - Urbanak Peak, 84°38' S, 115°55' W; I just missed it 
when I was going through the book for members' names.  I also commented on finding 

- 11 - 



no feature for one American who wintered over with the Kiwis at Vanda; he wrote me, 
after getting that Newsletter, that he chose not to have a feature named after him 
because he felt the naming of features might some day be used by nations trying to 
establish political claims.  I guess this fellow strongly favors the current inter-
national scientific laboratory-continent.  Incidentally, Tom pointed out in his 
letter to me that the Defense Mapping Agency serves as the staff for the Board on 
Geographic Names, and that's why the files reside there. 

ANTARCTIC SATELLITE OBSERVES ANNIVERSARY.  The Mt. Washington, N.H. Observatory, 
which has spawned many an Antarctican, celebrated its 50th Anniversary this past 
summer on June 18th and 19th.  The Observatory, noted for holding the world record 
for highest measured wind speed - 231 mph, was established under the guise of the 
2nd Polar Year. And if there is anyone who doesn't think the top of Mt. Washington 
isn't polar, he hasn't been on the top of Mt. Misery.  The Antarctican with the most 
time on Mt. Washington is old Rudy Honkala who spent five years at the Observatory 
in the 1940'sand 1950's.  Another multi-year Antarctican, Luis Aldaz, spent time on 
the mountain.  Fred Milan and Rodger Brown (Little America V, 1957 and 1958, respec-
tively), plus Bob Eisner, a McMurdo Sound crabber in the late 1960's, were bona fide 
Mt. Washington types.  I worked on the mountain one summer, back in 1949, although 
Honkala rightfully refuses to grant me membership in the inner sanctum sanctorum 
reserved for their wintering types.  There always was a lot of hanky-panky going on 
around Mt. Washington, and both Honkala and Eisner met their future and still 
current wives while working there. The head man in Weather Modification for NOAA 
sent his regrets that he couldn't make the reunion, saying the mountain would always 
be dear to him as his older daughter was conceived on the top of Mt. Washington 
(hopefully not on government time). Eisner got the prize for coming the farthest, 
all the way from Fairbanks.  Milan had his airline ticket to come from Fairbanks, 
but Old Mukluk got fouled up in an airline strike and never made it. Dick (Ohio 
State) Goldthwait and his wife were there for the dinner meeting.  For the Mt. 
Washington Innocents, Dick is Mr. Geology when it comes to the Presidential Range, 
especially Mt. Washington.  The committee did a good job running the reunion, in 
spite of the sub-par meals now being served at the Appalachian Mountain Club Lodge 
at Pinkham Notch.  Tributes were paid to Dr. Charles Franklin Brooks, Director of the 
Harvard University Blue Hills Observatory in Milton, Massachusetts, and to Joe 
Dodge, who not only was a member of the first crew at the Observatory, but who ran 
the Observatory from Pinkham Notch for so many years that his name is synonymous 
with the Mt. Washington Observatory.  There never were two people more different 
than Dr. Brooks and Joe Dodge.  They recognized each other's merits and together 
formed a great team.  Dr. Brooks, founding father of the American Meteorological 
Society and past president of the Association of American Geographers, was a scholar-
teacher-scientist, a religious man of extreme kindness, understanding, and humility. 
He was responsible for the science and funding for the Mt. Washington Observatory. 
As for Joe, if he didn't actually invent swearing, he certainly perfected it to pin-
nacles never before reached in this country.  Swearing was truly an art which he 
openly shared with one and all, with age and sex not being serious deterrents.  Joe 
worked on the philosophy that nothing was too good for his boys on the mountain, and 
they got the very best, even if it meant that he had to steal for them.  I don't 
think Antarctica ever had a counterpart to Joe Dodge, although Admiral Mike Bernkert 
was close.  It was a great reunion! 

BAD NEWS.   Condolences to Con Eklund, brother of the late Carl Eklund, whose wife 
Ethel died in Washington on October 17th.  John Herguth, faithful philatelic member 
of our Society, died on September 18th.  The mother of Dick Chappell (Boy Scout, 
Little America 57) was killed in an automobile accident in early August.  The 
Society offers its sympathy. 
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