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BRASH ICE. As we go into our 30th year of putting these Newsletters to bed, we 
have finally struck it rich thanks to a long-time member of our Society by the name of 
Tom Henderson. He has done the impossible, putting many of the records of our 
Society since its inception in 1961 onto a CD, including each and every Newsletter. 
And these are being made available to all members of the Society for a most 
reasonable price of only $20.00, including handling and shipping charges. If you 
want to find yourself, all you have to do is spell your own name correctly, punch it 
into the Adobe Acrobat Reader search tool, and lo and behold it will list all references 
to you in the past forty-six years. Then you take it from there, and seek out those of 
your own interest. 

Not only is this CD being made available to each of us at a most nominal price, Tom 
has taken on another Herculean task: establishing a Society web site, which hopefully 
will be up and running by the beginning of next calendar year.   He welcomes any 
suggestions/ideas on what you folk may wish to see in/on our web site. You will find 
Tom's address on the cover sheet of this Newsletter. Tom is a quiet, unassuming, 
hard-working Antarctican who has a splendid track record on the ice. Plus, and this 
really impresses me, Tom is still active at age 59, playing baseball, yes, baseball, real 
baseball, in a senior league in the Albany, NY area. 
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We also have a new president, Art Ford, who has been 
around for quite a few years, and has accomplished great 
things.   Among the most amazing may be producing two 
daughters while being an annual working penguin on the 
ice.  And he is still married to his beloved. Wow!  How 
come so many Antarcticans have daughters?  He has a lot 
of ideas which we are going to initiate, one of them a 
column in each Newsletter on Antarctic firsts.  You can 
contribute to this fun column by sending your firsts to Art 
at his address on the cover sheet. An abbreviated bio on Art 
appears later in this Newsletter.  Incidentally, Art has a 
great resonant voice, is a wonderful speaker, as those of 
you who have been on cruise ships with Art can readily 
testify.  Let’s all skål to his presidency.

On the cover page you will see the names and addresses of 
key members of our Society.  Our Society has continued to 
be blessed through the years in having excellent officers, 
and we certainly were blessed for the past three years in 
having the services of Rob Flint as our president. And, as 
you can see on our cover sheet, Rob has consented to stay 
on as our vice president for the next term.  Thank you, 
Rob.   Please note that John Splettstoesser and Paul 
Dalrymple have new e-mail addresses.  Our by-line reads 
that our Society is BY AND FOR ANTARCTICANS, and 
that is true when you see all of the people involved in 
producing these Newsletters. Our Overlord is Charles 
Swithinbank, and whenever there is a question of doubt, 
we e-mail him and the answer awaits us the next morning. 
 
We rely heavily on Lou Lanzerottti on what is going on 
relative to the current International Polar Year. Our close 
friend and neighbor, Charles Lagerbom, buried in one of 
the largest private polar libraries in existence, is always on 
call for help of any kind.  His collection got so large, he is 
currently building a new house with a special annex just 
for his Antarctic books.  He’s a great guy, always willing to 
help.  Another kingpin in our Society is Steve Dibbern, a 
man who we coveted unsuccessfully to take over the 
Newsletters.  Our NSF contacts are more or less limited to 
Polly Penhale and Jerry Marty, and you frequently see 
input from them.  Our New Zealand correspondent is the 
indefatigable Margaret Lanyon, loved by every Antarctican 
who ever went through Christchurch.  In memory of her 
dear friend, Walt Seelig, she keeps up the tradition of 
supplying us with all the latest news from Kiwiland.  Her 
latest is from the Aug. 15 Christchurch Press, which 
heralds a visit by American adventurer Will Steger to New 
Zealand as a guest speaker at a jubilee dinner to help 
celebrate NZ’s 50 years in Antarctica. 
It’s hard to establish contacts with the Newcomers 
(post-1990 to the ice), but we do have one loyalist, the very 
upfront Katy Jensen who has graced our pages for the past 
several years with great inputs. And let’s not forget Dr. 

Will Silva, the ever-present medical doctor who interrupts 
his skiing and mountaineering, plus flying, with over-
winters on the ice, resulting in stories within our 
Newsletters. Our Antarctic music expert is Valmar Kurol of 
Montreal, who knows every  piece of Antarctic music ever 
composed, and our Antarctic fiction consultant is Fauno 
Cordes of San Francisco. The person who smoothes rough 
waters is Gracie Machemer, our Executive Coordinator, 
who keeps us all on the same page.   Finally, but by no 
means least, Jo Lindsay, who not only serves as our 
Official Bartender at Informal Gatherings, but she is the 
one responsible for putting Newsletters in such a format 
that they look great.  That is your team of doers that 
produces the Newsletters. 

We are initiating with this issue a Table of Contents box on 
the cover sheet.  This will show you up front a list of the 
articles within that issue.  This is being initiated in hopes 
that when our web site comes on line, you can quickly find 
things of interest.

This year is two-pronged, one where we are celebrating the 
end of a very successful International Geophysical Year 
and the introduction of the most promising International 
Polar Year which is upon us.  Within the past month, Dr. 
Rainer Goldsmith, medical officer with the advance party 
of the Commonwealth Transantarctic Expedition, hosted a 
50th Anniversary Dinner for TAE members at his home in 
England.   As each member arrived, the word we heard is 
that there was a certain similarity to troops on the Bataan 
Death March.  Members of the Crossing Party who were 
there included Hal Lister, Jon Stephenson, Ken Blaiklock, 
George Lowe, David Pratt, and Roy Homard.  Jon recently 
served as a lecturer on Antarctic cruise ships, and is 
apparently a better lecturer than writer, as the draft of his 
book on the Antarctic has been rejected by 22 publishing 
houses.  Ken Blaiklock, who probably takes to his grave a 
record for most miles dog-sledged, has been active in the 
Antarctic as a surveyor until a few years ago, and was the 
only attendee who looked hale and hearty.  Old age is pure 
hell.

Relative to reunions, we are going to host a gathering of 
Antarctic old-timers and neophytes in the 2008 summer at 
my retreat on the coast of Maine.  This will be a two-day 
affair on a weekend in mid-July.   No lectures, although 
maybe a few Show and Tells.  This will be basically a good 
chance to talk about things from the past over a suitable 
beverage, with a barbecue providing adequate simple food.  
If interested, contact our treasurer at the address on the 
cover sheet.
We recently came back from a trip to the Lands of Nansen, 
Amundsen, Borchgrevink, and the Sverdrups.  It has been a 
long-time dream of mine to go to that Citadel of Polar 
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Knowledge.  But that dream was mellowed somewhat 
when I got an astronomical bill for my first dinner in Oslo.  
However, a trip to the FRAM on the following day made it 
all worthwhile.  It was a sheer delight to walk on the decks 
trod by Nansen and Amundsen, and to go below to see how 
they actually lived.  Wow! It does not get any better than 
that, the hair on the back of my neck actually curled! It was 
the very best museum that it has ever been my pleasure to 
grace.  But remember, it is going to cost you an arm and a 
leg if you are going to drink wine in Norway, or anything 
else with alcohol in it.  

We went all the way up the Norwegian coast on a mail 
boat, making thirty-five stops including Tromsø, 
headquarters for the Norsk Polarinstitutt.  It was a Friday, 
and after 3PM, all hands at the polar offices had gone 
home for the weekend.  But all that meant was that I had 
some time to spend with Amundsen at his statue in the 
waterfront park named after him.  Roald looked down at 
me, saw my Antarctic South Pole Station baseball cap and 
in his broken English asked me, “Son, have you actually 
been to the South Pole?”  This resulted in a long 
conversation with Roald, which will be recreated/
reproduced in our next Newsletter.

Rob Flint has been in touch with Alex Zaitsev, who was the 
Russian  exchange scientist at the South Pole in 1977.  
Alex proposed to Rob that he was advocating  a reunion of 
all Russian-US exchange scientists at St. Petersburg next 
June -- Rob thinks it could be a “real blast.”  Any of you 
exchange scientists out there who are interested should 
contact Rob (his address as our Vice-President is on the 
cover sheet).

Another old IGYer has retired.  Wild Bill Cromie has hung 
it up at Harvard where he has worked in their News Office.  
He plans on sleeping until 4pm daily, and right now he is 
concentrating his efforts in Cambridge and Somerville to 
require establishments which sell food and liquor to be 
open 24 hours per day.  A photographer at Bill’s retirement 
said “I’ll miss Bill…We were from the same era.  We liked 
our photos like we liked our whiskey – straight up, nothing 
fancy.”   Bill was and still is one of a kind! 

We wonder how many IGYers are still gainfully employed, 
as fifty years is a long time to work.  My old roommate at 
the South Pole in 1958, Mario Giovinetto, the Bull of the 
Pampas, is still at it at NASA in Greenbelt, Maryland.  
Ditto for Bob Benson, one of the original Pole sitters at the 
South Pole with Siple in 1957.  Nolan Aughenbaugh is still 
with Louisiana State University, and Boy Scout Dick 
Chappell is still at it at both Hunter College and the 
biological lab at Woods Hole. Dick has a daughter who is 
getting (or has) her PhD from MIT in chemical 

oceanography, and may soon he overtaking her old man. 
Don’t look back, Dick.   

For any new readers who might want to join our Society, a 
check for $12 to the Antarctican Society, P.O. Box 325, 
Port Clyde, ME 04855, will put you in good standing.  
Membership dues notices will go out in January, which 
will show increased dues, but those of you who may want 
to take advantage of our current lower dues can sign up 
right now for multiple years.  Go for it.

OUR INCOMING PRESIDENT, ART FORD 
After his PhD in geology from the University of 
Washington  (Seattle), Art taught for two years at San 
Diego State College. Then, for nearly three decades, he led 
or participated in numerous USGS expeditions into many 
areas of Antarctica, and also did geological research in 
many areas of Alaska. His parties made first explorations 
of many south polar mountain regions in the 1960s to 
1980s. In 1972 he was a member of the first Antarctic deep 
sea drilling program by the drill ship, Glomar Challenger, 
and in 1976 he was an exchange scientist on the 22nd 
Soviet Antarctic Expedition into the Shackleton Range. In 
1986 he participated in a joint USGS and British Antarctic 
Survey expedition into Antarctica's last remaining, 
previously unvisited large area of mountains, the Black 
Coast of the central Antarctic Peninsula. His Antarctic 
research focused on the origin of one of the world's largest 
layered igneous complexes, known as the Dufek Intrusion, 
of the Pensacola Mountains, for which he is widely 
known.  His Alaskan fieldwork was mostly in southeastern 
Alaska, but included fieldwork in the Brooks Range, 
Denali National Park, and the Talkeetna and Wrangell 
mountains, of south-central Alaska.

Art met Carole at Enumclaw High School (near Mount 
Rainier) and they married in 1955. Somehow, amidst the 
travels, two daughters, Judi and Jody were
produced, in 1957 and 1959. Since retiring in 1995 after 35 
years with USGS he became an Emeritus Research 
Geologist with the Survey and a geology lecturer on cruise 
ships to Antarctica, Alaska and the Arctic, including the 
North Pole. The chapter on Antarctica in Encyclopædia 
Britannica is among the more than 200 reports and maps 
published as a result of his research. In 1988 he served on 
NASA's International Space Station staffing advisory 
panel. He holds the U.S. Antarctica Service Medal and his 
name is on one of the mountains nearest the South 
Pole.  Art joined the Antarctican Society in 1961 when he 
lived in Washington D.C., and is a Fellow of the Royal 
Geographical Society, the Explorers Club, and the 
Geological Society of America.
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CD-ROM AND ANTARCTIC CALENDARS FOR 2008 
NOW FOR SALE.  Tom Henderson has just completed a 
CD-ROM on the Antarctican Society Newsletters, Bylaws, 
and the Society’s incorporation.  It is the highlight of our 
existence, a record of its history since 1961, up to 2007.  It 
can all be yours for only $20.00, including handling and 
shipping.  Checks should be made out to the Antarctican 
Society, and mailed to P.O. Box 325, Port Clyde, ME 
04855.

We are still selling the handsome Hedgehog Antarctic 
calendars published in New Zealand, at a cost of $14.00 
each.  This is a real bargain, as we only clear pennies.  
Please make out checks to the Antarctican Society, and 
place orders at the above address.

AN ENDORSEMENT BY GUY GUTHRIDGE 
(formerly NSF/OPP).
Dear Tom Henderson,

 Your commitment is wonderful to see.  Paul has done so
 much for years, and your picking up the torch with the
 electronic methods of today will do a lot for the many
 people who have looked to the Society as a way of
 seeing the present through the invaluable perspective
 of the past.

 It's almost a selfish statement to say that I am
 looking forward to seeing the newsletters online.

 Much that was written there was nowhere else.  I made
 sure a large collection of earlier newsletters got in
 the Library of Congress Antarctic Bibliography, which
 I funded from NSF.  People today may not realize, for
 example, that two articles, by Mildred Crary and Paul
 Dalrymple ("It's About Time" and "The End of a (Great)
 Era" -- I still remember the titles), more than any
 other, set the tone for appreciating the change that
 took place when women joined the U.S. Antarctic
 Program.

 Thanks again for taking up the challenge.  Maybe I'm
 being tedious here, but just capturing online the
 accomplishments of the Society's past will be a huge
 contribution.
TOM HENDERSON’S CD. Many years ago old Bob 
Nichols, the man-hauling geologist of fame, wanted us to 
assemble all of our Newsletters and offered a stipend to 
initiate the campaign. Then several years later, John Twiss, 
the mammal man, proposed the same thing. Now fast 
forward another fifteen years, and Dr. John Middaugh 
sends forward a healthy personal check to get it underway. 

But it wasn’t until Tom Henderson stepped forward and 
volunteered “I can do it” that it actually got done. 
I have been deeply involved in the Antarctican Society for 
the past thirty years, and for a long while wrote nearly 
everything. It was a lot of fun in the beginning. The 
Society then consisted of many male chauvinists, important 
people, like Ambassador Paul Daniels, geologist Larry 
Gould, geographer Pete Burrill, and many, many more. 
Even Ruth Siple was a male chauvinist in woman’s 
clothing. You could write most anything and get away with 
it, as you had these people behind you. So those of you 
who buy this CD will find a fun-tone in those issues from 
the late 70s and 80’s. But it all sort of changed with 
Michele Raney, who broke the mold.
There actually is a wealth of information in this collection 
which Tom has archived for one and all, especially on the 
Byrd expeditions. You will find long contributions within 
from the Poet Laureate of the Antarctic, Dick Black, plus a 
long treatise from the famed author, Charlie Murphy, and 
also great pages from the well-known Antarctic naturalist, 
Al Lindsay. They constitute an Antarctic historian’s 
treasure. 
One special issue was published, one about the serious 
burning accident of a program engineer in the polar office 
at NSF, Jerry Huffman. It was a heart-rending account of 
his survival, thanks entirely to his dear wife Gundel and a 
most dedicated surgeon who for endless hours wouldn’t let 
Jerry die on the operating table. It was originally printed in 
the WASHINGTON STAR. Tears still come to my eyes 
when I read this story.
I was close to Amory “Bud” Waite, the radio-echo 
sounding scientist. I first met him back in 1936, yes, 1936, 
and he was at Little America V when I got there twenty 
years later! I saw him often in the intervening years as we 
both worked for the military, he in the Signal Corps, and I 
in the Quartermaster Corps. So you will find a lot about old 
Bud, a real character of the first magnitude. He really 
wanted to die on the ice, I am convinced of that. I used to 
tell Bud that he should not worry about dying as only the 
good die young. Then a ten-page letter came in his 
inimitable penguin scratching, headlined “Last Letter.” I 
surmised that perhaps he was right this time, so I sat right 
down and wrote him a letter about what he had meant to 
my life. He died two days later, in the morning, my letter 
got there that afternoon. Bud, you were something else.

As nearly all of you know, Ruth Siple was very dear to me, 
very dear. This Society was our life for twenty years. 
Everything was done in her house, it was the Nerve Center 
for the Society. All of those Newsletters from the late 
1970s to the late 1990s were edited and typed by her. 
Although not a typist, she could type a complete 



Page 5

Newsletter on her Selectric in ONE DAY without an error. 
Today with computers, it takes us with a team of experts 
over a week to get one out, and then we still can’t produce 
a perfect one. The Newsletter of her passing was on one 
hand the hardest that I ever had to write, but it was also 
very rewarding to tell you all about the Ruth Siple that I 
knew and what she meant to the Society. 

Buy Tom’s CD, and then play it -- there is a lot of good 
stuff within.

LONNIE THOMPSON GOES TO 1600 
PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE.   It is not often that news of 
this kind of event occurs for Antarcticans, or polar people 
in general.   In July, Dr. Lonnie Thompson was invited to 
the White House in Wash. D.C. to be awarded the National 
Medal of Science by President Bush.   Lonnie has a 
reputation as a hard-working, mountain-climbing, ice-
coring enthusiast whose lifelong objective seems to be to 
use the world’s glaciers as pincushions, poking holes into 
many of them to withdraw cores of glacier ice.  Why he 
has been doing this goes back many years when he was a 
graduate student at The Ohio State University, and began 
his polar career as a field assistant on a project in 
Antarctica.  That led to his career, along with his wife, 
Ellen-Mosley Thompson, of coring ice for analyses of past 
climates.  His targets over 50 research expeditions have 
been Antarctica, Greenland, Peru, Bolivia, China, Tibetan 
plateau, Alaska, Franz Josef Land, and Mount Kilimanjaro.   
His work has resulted in many awards, including the Tyler 
Prize in 2005, Heineken Prize, Vega Medal, and the 
Common Wealth Award.  A few years ago he gave a lecture 
at Banff to an audience of 160 high-altitude medical 
doctors, who told him that he had spent more time above 
18,000 ft than any other human – they wanted to do a MRI 
on him to check for brain damage, or some such thing.   
Lonnie’s latest award includes the Seligman Crystal in 
2007, for his pioneering work in the reconstruction of past 
climate from high-altitude ice cores in tropical and 
subtropical ice caps and glaciers.   An impressive career for 
a young lad from Gassaway, West Virginia, where he was 
born.   Lonnie’s biography, for the most part, is in the book 
by Mark Bowen, “THIN ICE: Unlocking the Secrets of 
Climate in the World’s Highest Mountains,” published in 
2005.  For a view of Lonnie at the moment of the award, 
see http://www.nsf.gov/od/pms/medal.jsp.  

 The Medal of Science was established in August 1959, 
with awards given to individuals in science and 
engineering who have made important contributions, in 
Lonnie’s case in the category of Physical Sciences.  A scan 
of medalists on the Medal of Science website totals 425 
recipients as of Feb. 2006.  The only other Antarctican we 

know of on the list is Susan Solomon, who received the 
Medal in 1999 in the category of Chemistry.

ADMIRAL BYRD HITS THE WAVES, AGAIN. 
And so it was on the evening of May 15, 2007, when the 
6,700-metric-ton,  689-ft-long, 105.6-ft-beam, 29.8-ft-draft 
USNS RICHARD E BYRD (T-AKE-4) was launched in 
San Diego by a side-armed swing  of the bubbly stuff by 
Bolling Byrd Clarke, the eldest daughter of the Admiral.  It 
was my first launching ever, so I have nothing to compare 
it with, but it seemed quite official, with loads of sailors in 
their full dress whites, a military band playing the correct 
accompanying music, and here a Byrd, there a Byrd, 
everywhere a Byrd.  It was a dull, overcast evening, near 
sunset.  Even the Secretary of the Navy spoke, and no one 
seemed to mind when he pulled a guffaw in his talk on the 
late Admiral.  Bolling, no longer the young, spirited, 
winsome daughter, finally made it up the ladder with the 
help of a convoy of young junior Naval officers, and at the 
correct moment the bottle was smashed, the ship slid 
gracefully down the ways into the dark as fireworks burst 
overhead.  Have no idea at all what the ship really looks 
like, as all we saw was either a bow or a stern, a huge hunk 
of steel.  The completion of the ship will be finished in the 
seas off San Diego, and then it will begin its mission “to 
deliver ammunition, provisions, stores, spare parts, potable 
water and petroleum products to strike groups and other 
naval forces, by serving as a shuttle ship or station ship.”
 
Invited guests were then hosted by Bolling and the Byrd 
family to a giant reception in the ballroom of a palatial 
seaside hotel in San Diego.  There were many tables with 
great mixtures of delicious goodies, and drinks of all mixes 
to help wash them down.  But the main menu was the Byrd 
family members themselves, who circulated throughout the 
throng.  Perhaps the one known to most of you was Robert 
Byrd Breyer, who was in the construction party for the 
domed South Pole Station.  It was disconcerting to see that 
this once young, dashing, handsome, black-haired man 
now has touches of grey in his hair.  But overall, it was a 
most gala evening.  

AMANDA,  A Scientific  Legacy Stretches From The Core 
Of The Sun To Deep Beneath Antarctic Ice  (abstracted 
from an article in the October 2007 issue of NATURAL 
HISTORY by Charles Liu, professor of astrophysics  at the 
City University of New York and an associate with the 
American Museum of Natural History).  The article is 
basically a tribute to the late John Norris Bahcall, a “giant 
in the field of astronomy and astrophysics.”  Bahcall, who 
died in 2005, was a Professor at the Institute for Advanced 
Study, Princeton University, and was particularly interested 
in the field of neutrinos and muons, which is the subject of 
project AMANDA, presently underway at the U.S. 

http://www.nsf.gov/od/pms/medal.jsp
http://www.nsf.gov/od/pms/medal.jsp
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Amundsen-Scott Station.  The following narrative is taken 
from the article mentioned, as well as information gleaned 
from numerous websites (“AMANDA  neutrino project” 
will get you many choices).   AMANDA (Antarctic Muon 
And Neutrino Detector Array) is one of the biggest and 
most important ongoing research programs in Antarctica.

AMANDA is an array of light detectors buried in holes in 
the ice a meter or so wide and to a depth of 2,000 meters.  
(The ice thickness at the South Pole is some 2,800 meters.) 
Each hole is bored with high-powered drills that cut with 
superheated water instead of diamond bits.  Before the 
water freezes, long chains of basketball-size glass globes 
are lowered into the lower half of the holes.  Inside each 
globe is a sensitive light detector, which monitors the ice in 
all directions.  Operational for about a decade now, the 
array has been continually upgraded and expanded.  The 
current configuration, called AMANDA-II, includes 
nineteen detector chains strung with a total of 680 globular 
modules.

The most recent studies have included a search for 
neutrinos from gamma-ray bursts, among the most 
powerful sources of energy in the universe.  Those distant 
cosmic events release more energy in a few seconds than 
our Sun will generate in its entire 10-billion-year lifetime.   
Neutrinos make ideal astronomical messengers.  They have 
no electric charge, almost no mass, and are extremely 
difficult to catch – trillions of neutrinos stream through 
your body every second without a trace.  If you thought 
you have captured neutrinos you are in error – you 
probably have arthritis!

Neutrinos produced in the centers of stars and galaxies 
could hold clues to the invisible dark matter comprising 
some 25% of the Universe.  A neutrino traveling through 
the Earth from the northern sky will occasionally crash into 
a proton or neutron, creating another subatomic particle 
called a muon.  The muon enters the South Polar ice from 
below, traveling extremely fast, emitting a shock wave of 
faint blue and ultraviolet light.   Detectors embedded in the 
ice can track the muon as it travels through the telescope, 
allowing researchers to reconstruct the original neutrino’s 
energy and direction and determine its source in the 
cosmos.

The news so far is….no news.  In a recent paper, 
AMANDA investigators reported no evidence of neutrinos 
from gamma-ray bursts, but the good news is, they didn’t 
expect any.  According to the Waxman-Bahcall predictions, 
AMANDA-II is not likely to see anything from gamma-ray 
bursts until it can be made at least ten times more sensitive 
to neutrinos.  And that’s precisely what the South Pole 
experimenters are working to do.  AMANDA-II is being 

incorporated into a vastly expanded array, known as 
IceCube, which will have more than 4,000 detector 
modules spread through more than a cubic kilometer of ice.   
If the enlarged array detects neutrinos emitted from 
gamma-ray bursts, the achievements will become yet 
another parcel of John Bahcall’s scientific legacy. 

And for the American taxpayer it will be one of the truly 
great achievements in science by the U.S. Antarctic 
Program that will help maintain American
leadership in the understanding of extraterrestrial events.

PENGUIN DECLINE NEAR PALMER.   (excerpted by 
John Spletts from website http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/
19918376/from/ET/)
Population figures of Adélie penguins from the 2006-07 
Antarctic season could well signal a harbinger of one of the 
common buzzword phrases of today, ‘global warming.’  
Bill Fraser, biologist at the Polar Oceans Group, Montana 
State University, Bozeman, summarizes the status of many 
years research under NSF funding in the area of Palmer 
Station in the Antarctic Peninsula.  Since he started 
working at Palmer in 1974, Bill’s time there on an annual 
basis gives him priority over all the Adélie penguins that he 
has counted, weighed, and burped, because the intervening 
33 years is more than any of the penguins there have 
achieved in age since hatching.  He probably knows many 
of the birds by their first name.   Bill is talking about a 
small group of islands within the Palmer area, but on one 
of the nearby study sites, within sight of Palmer, Torgersen 
Island is one commonly visited by tour ships, with tourists 
going ashore to see the Adélie colony.  Bill or one of his 
colleagues accompanies the group to explain the locality 
and provide information about the colony, which for many 
years has been divided into a control group that visitors 
don’t enter, plus a group for public viewing by tourists.   If 
you visited Torgersen and you saw a tall, lean Montanan 
wearing a faded pink baseball cap (which he won in a 
poker game), you met Bill Fraser.   Ironically, for some 
years the Adélie population at Torgersen was increasing, 
even though tourist visits were frequent, and on a nearby 
island never visited by tourists, the Adélie population was 
decreasing.  Ask Bill about that the next time you visit 
Palmer.    I think it’s called a factor of snowfall differences 
and orography.   

To summarize Bill’s figures, in 1974 he counted 15,200 
breeding pairs of Adélies on all his study islands.  In 2003 
the figure was reduced to 5,635 pairs, and in the recent 
season ending 2007 there were 3,393 pairs.    So, Bill, what 
is going on?  Rising temperatures in the Peninsula have 
produced not only breakup of ice shelves, but also caused 
more snowfall and less sea ice distribution, with the result 

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/19918376/from/ET/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/19918376/from/ET/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/19918376/from/ET/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/19918376/from/ET/
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being that more snowfall on penguin colonies means a 
delay in returning to the breeding sites and nest-building, 
later hatches, and fewer birds.  When Bill started his work, 
the weather was cold and dry, and it is now warmer and 
wet, making a major difference in the breeding cycle of 
penguins.   He predicts that the colony will be extinct in 
only 8 years.  This doesn’t mean that Adélie penguins will 
be on the endangered species list, because there are 
numerous other colonies around Antarctica   A SCAR 
report published in 1993 lists a ‘minimum’ population of 
breeding pairs of Adélies at nearly 2.5 million, and it is 
possible that by that date not all existing colonies had been 
discovered.    Bill, don’t quit now, at least while there are 
penguins to count.   You have 8 more years to retirement.

LAKE VOSTOK – NO FISHING JUST YET.   
(Information from Igor Zotikov to John Splettstoesser.)   In 
the continuing saga of subglacial Lake Vostok, located 
some 4,000 meters below the IGY station Vostok, the issue 
that keeps recurring among the scientific community is that 
of sampling the lake water and bottom sediments without 
introducing contamination.  Relatively recent discoveries 
of subglacial plumbing that might connect the water of 
numerous lakes have produced more concern among those 
who suspect that life forms such as microorganisms might 
exist in the water, and if Lake Vostok is penetrated and 
sampled but also unintentionally contaminated, numerous 
other lakes might be affected.    Lake Vostok has been 
measured by every means available, including recent 
seismic and airborne gravity surveys, and estimates of the 
depth of a lake about the size of Lake Ontario approach 
1,200 m at the deepest part.   The ice cores collected as a 
result of drilling to date are valuable on their own, 
providing a climatic record of more than 400,000 years.    
Drilling reached a depth of 3,623 m in the 1997-98 season, 
which remained the situation as of 2004.    Drilling 
continued by the Russians in 2005-06 into the remaining 
120 m of ice above the ice-water contact, extending the 
depth to about 3,650 m as of Feb. 2006.  Since then, Dr. 
Igor Zotikov, Institute of Geography in Moscow, provided 
information in August 2007 from Prof. N.I. Vasiliev, head 
of the drilling team at Vostok, indicating that drilling 
resumed in Dec. 2006, and a series of two drilling 
exercises extended the depth in 2007, the first to 3,658 m, 
where the drill got stuck in the hole, and after it was 
retrieved, drilling resumed in mid-February to reach 3,666 
m, some 75 m or so above the ice-water contact.   
Bottommost ice cored appears to include ice formed from 
lake water, not glacial ice.   Concerns remain, however, 
about the stability of the hole and surrounding ice at a 
depth where potential fractures might be encountered, with 
breakup of ice to an exit of less resistance --- the lake itself.    
So far, so good, as the Russians have proposed a means of 
penetrating the lake safely and sampling not only the water 

but also bottom sediments.   The book on Lake Vostok by 
Igor Zotikov (Springer, 2006) describes the method, and 
also other details of Igor’s relationship with this project.  

SOUTH AFRICA NATIONAL ANTARCTIC 
PROGRAMS.   (By Rob Flint)  On Friday, May 11, I 
visited the offices of the South African National Antarctic 
Program in Pretoria, South Africa. At the time I was on a 
tourist/educational trip to South Africa to learn of the 
history, geology, culture of the country and to enjoy the 
magnificent flora and fauna (not to mention the fabulous 
food and wine) that the country has to offer. 

SANAP is a division of the Department of Environmental 
Affairs and Tourism. Their main offices are in Cape Town 
– the Pretoria office is a smaller operation in the 
administrative capital. I met with Richard Skinner, Deputy 
Director for Antarctica and Islands. Once past security 
(seems to be a world-wide part of government offices these 
days), I was in the familiar surroundings of impressive 
photos, maps, and posters of Antarctica on the walls and 
models of stations and technological equipment on display: 
somehow all government offices, contractor offices, and 
university labs that have anything to do with Antarctica 
have a similar ambiance around the world.  I must say, I 
love these displays. It is interesting to see how others have 
adapted to and devised experiments upon the ice sheet and 
exposed areas that were home to so many of us in our 
Antarctic careers. 

Mr. Skinner gave me a collection of literature and we had a 
very pleasant conversation about common acquaintances 
and interests. It was also most interesting to me to learn a 
little about the Antarctic background and present Antarctic 
efforts of the South Africans. South Africa’s scientific 
efforts go back to 1959; so their program dates back to just 
after the IGY. There are three main bases in the program. 
There have been a series of bases on the ice shelf, but the 
present mainland base (SANAE IV) is located on a rocky 
nunatak. In addition there are bases on Marion and on 
Gough Islands. Gough and Marion began as 
meteorological stations, but now there are modest research 
efforts on both islands (Gough is a British protectorate 
which is operated by SANAP). SANAE IV can house 20 
winter-overs and 60 summer personnel. It hosts a full range 
of scientific programs including upper atmosphere physics, 
geology, climatology, and biology. In size and scope, it 
reminds me of Dumont D’Urville -- it would not be a bad 
place to winter. 

After our meeting, I rejoined my tour group for a lunch of 
springbok, crocodile, and kudu. Wonder if they serve them 
at their bases?
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DAVE BRESNAHAN RETIRES – IS THERE 
ANYONE LEFT AT NSF?
After 37 years with the U.S. Antarctic Program, Dave 
Bresnahan retired at the end of July 2007 to seek greener 
pastures and relax.  Dave’s first deployment to McMurdo 
was in June 1967 as an undergraduate student and research 
diver on a project funded by NSF.  He returned in 1968 as 
the Field Center Manager for the contractor, moving 
supplies into the new Berg Field Center (BFC) in January 
1969.  He began working full-time at NSF’s OPP in 
December 1970 and has paid his dues many times over by 
managing to keep lots of balls in the air and somehow 
making things come out the way they should.  Interaction 
with contractor personnel, flight crews (‘air ops’), and 
other support units of the program is not an easy job, but 
Dave made it work, and anyone who has passed through 
McMurdo knows what that means.  When Dave welcomed 
newcomers in the Chalet and pointed out the tax-payer cost 
to position a person at McMurdo, he followed that with 
“and the meter’s running.”   In other words, “get to work.”  
Dave is the last of the old-timers at OPP, as most everyone 
else presently in the office dates from the 70’s and later.   
We haven’t seen the last of him, though, as his specialty in 
organization has earned him some consulting time with 
wannabe contractors preparing proposals for the next 
bidding procedure.   Everyone gets a feature, of course, and 
in Dave’s case, he earned ‘Mount Bresnahan’, in northern 
Victoria Land.

KARL ERB AWARDS.  Karl Erb, head of NSF’s Office 
of Polar Programs, has been named a Chevalier of the 
French National Order by the President of the Republic of 
France.  The award was made for Karl’s “contributions to 
the development and enrichment of French-American 
relations in science and technology.”   (See NSF Press 
Release 07-076 on NSF website for further details.)  Karl 
Erb is a physicist who previously served as science adviser 
to the NSF director and in the White House Office of 
Science and Technology Policy.   The award was only one 
of several for Karl this year, as he also received one from 
New Zealand for its “appreciation to the United States for 
long-standing support of the New Zealand Antarctic 
Programme and U.S. efforts to access Ross Island during a 
period of difficult ice conditions in 2003-2005.”  (Lou 
Sanson, Chief Executive, Antarctica New Zealand, 
Christchurch.)   The award was presented by NZ Prime 
Minister Helen Clark, and was one of a batch in Queen 
Elizabeth’s New Year’s Honours List.  Last but not least, 
he also received the President’s Distinguished Service 
Award, the highest award for U.S. career civil servants.  It 
would appear that the U.S. Antarctic Program is in good 
hands.  Congratulations, Karl!

COMING ATTRACTIONS.  The complete recovery of 
our faithful Antarctican, Polly Penhale, from a gall bladder 
operation at Johns Hopkins on September 20th….In 
anticipation of the holidays, please buy your Antarctic 
calendars now (see p.4)……Next issue will feature Top 27 
Antarctic CDs by the musical Valmar Kurol….Also you 
will find an interesting recreated conversation between 
Roald Amundsen and Paul Dalrymple which took place at 
Roald’s monument in Tromso on August 30th…..plus 
tributes to Cam Craddock at the August session of the 
International Symposium on Antarctic Earth Sciences. 
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